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wenty eight years ago Stephen Lawrence, a black 
British teenager, was murdered in an unprovoked 
racist attack as he was waiting at a bus stop in 
London. The police investigation resulted in the 
arrest of five suspects, but none were charged. 
Four years after the murder, Home Secretary Jack Straw 
ordered a public inquiry, headed by Sir William Macpherson, 
“to identify the lessons to be learned for the investigation 
and prosecution of racially motivated crimes”. The ensuing 
Macpherson Report concluded that the Metropolitan 
Police Service (MPS) was institutionally racist. The police 
investigation had also been tainted by stories that members of 
the killers’ families had connections with organised crime. 
One of the report’s 70 recommendations led to the setting 
up of the Race Independent Advisory Group (IAG) to the 
MPS, which has played a major role as a critical friend to the 
MPS and Home Office. Its members would 


independent investigation, said, after some delay, that she 
backed the police. However, we will be surprised if Patel 
extends Dick’s appointment as commissioner when it expires 
in April 2022. Everyone who wants to see good policing in 
London will surely support Dick’s continued tenure. 


Government funding for BNP? 

One of the main reasons for the downfall of the British 

National Party was Searchlight’s exposure over several 

years of its dodgy financial dealings and incompetent 

administration. Searchlight’s December 2007 report on 

the party’s finances, which has been placed in the House of 

Commons Library, exposed the BNP’s total failure to comply 

with political party finance regulations, including long delays 

in submitting obviously erroneous accounts, the shredding of 

financial records, concealment of donations, tax evasion and 
illegal receipt of.overseas donations. Many 


meet with senior civil servants at the Home M e mb ers of th e M et’ S R ace of these irregularities were also exposed 


Office at least twice a year, but this ceased 


in a 2008 File on 4 investigation for BBC 


after the appointment of Priti Patel as I nde pe n de nt Advi SOry G rou 9) Radio 4. 


Home Secretary. 


In 2012, Gary Dobson and David Norris, would meet with sc niors 
civil servants at least twice a 


two of the original suspects in the Lawrence 
killing, were convicted of murder. But the 


BNP national treasurer Clive Jefferson 
has for years been on a mission to induce 
elderly members to leave money to the 
party in their wills. He knows that most 


case is not closed. Cressida Dick, who was ye ar, but thi Ss cease d afte r the people do not review their will very often, 


acting deputy assistant commissioner of the 


so, despite the BNP losing members and 


MPS in 2012 and appointed commissioner appointme nt of Priti Patel being seen as useless by many on the far 


in 2017, is determined to pursue others 

involved in the killing. Dick, who previously held a senior 
role in the MPS’s diversity directorate, has initiated new 
recruitment schemes to ensure that the MPS better reflects 
the population it serves. 

Patel, however, has not been keen to back Dick. In a radio 
interview on 12 February, in light of calls for a new inquiry 
over Operation Midland — the MPS’s investigation into false 
allegations of VIP child sex abuse that took place before Dick’s 
appointment as commissioner — Patel was asked three times 
if she had confidence in Dick. The Home Secretary refused to 
answer, saying only that the commissioner “does good work”. 

In March, the MPS came under intense criticism over its 
policing of a vigil at Clapham Common for Sarah Everard, a 
young woman whose body was found in woodland in early 
March. A police officer has since been arrested on suspicion 
of her murder. An investigation concluded that the police 
had acted appropriately. Patel, who had commissioned the 
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right, the bequests remain in place. Some 
members have now died and the money is rolling in. The 
File on 4 documentary was produced in collaboration with 
Searchlight. Our exposés led to the break-up of the BNP and 
the loss of its two members of the European Parliament. 

Since then, the BNP has survived financially by relying 

on the legacies. Nevertheless, it is in financial difficulty: its 
accounts for 2019, the latest available, show greatly reduced 
income of under £89,000 and a loss of nearly £40,000. But it 
has recently found a new source of income: the government's 
coronavirus job retention scheme, which allows employers to 
claim funding for staff placed on furlough. Payments of up to 
£10,000 have been made with little or no inquiry. In light of 
the BNP’s past record, we call on HM Revenue and Customs to 
investigate thoroughly the veracity of the information that the 
BNP submitted in support of its claim. e 


Gerry Gable, editor 


Searchlight |5 


Reports round-up 


Edited by Gerry Gable 


Far right fails to make impact 
as plethora of parties splits vote 


By Cathy Pound 


Ithough Prime Minster and 
A Tory leader Boris Johnson can 

be said to have been largely 
endorsed at the ballot box on 6 May, 
there were some spectacular defeats for 
UKIP, Reform UK, the Reclaim Party 
and For Britain, as well as for a number 
of others standing either on a populist 
nationalist or an anti-lockdown/anti- 
vaccination ticket, such as the Veterans 
and People’s Party and Let London Live. 

UKIP had already dropped from 
111 council seats to just 24 in the 
2019 local elections under Gerard 
Batten’s leadership, when the party 
increased its anti-Islam stance. UKIP 
haemorrhaged votes to the Brexit Party, 
set up by former UKIP leader Nigel 
Farage, which firmly retained a focus 
on the anti-EU sentiment. On so-called 
Super Thursday 6 May, UKIP lost all 
seven of its seats in the Welsh Senedd, 
with its leader Neil Hamilton losing his 
Mid Wales and West seat. 

In London, Peter Gammons was only 
able to pick up 0.6% for UKIP in the 
mayoral election compared with Peter 
Whittle’s 3.6% in 2016. UKIP did not 
contest the Hartlepool by-election in 
which Reform UK, formerly the Brexit 
Party, got only 1.2% of the vote. UKIP 
gained just 699 votes in Scotland. 

Reform UK, with Richard Tice at the 
helm, failed to gain traction in these 
elections. Tice had backed one-time 
thespian Laurence Fox in his bid for 
London mayor, while himself standing 
both for a London Assembly seat in 
Havering and Redbridge (gaining 3% of 
the vote) and for the London wide-list 
where Reform UK gained 25,009 votes. 
This was more than the Heritage Party, 
but slightly less than UKIP. 

The Reclaim Party, founded by Fox, 
described as an “out-of work” actor by 
some media outlets, came sixth in the 
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race for London mayor, but lost his 
£10,000 deposit after getting just 2% 
of the vote. As the results were being 
counted, Fox and Tice announced that 
they planned to open a pub in central 
London that would not require patrons 
to wear a mask. According to Tice, the 
venue would become the “home of free 
speech and right-wing comedy” and 
would serve “only British food”. 

Fox’s ire was most recently directed 
at the Metropolitan Police who made 
a second visit to his Lambeth home on 
9 May 2021. The first time they advised 
him that some of his campaigning 
may be breaking lockdown rules. He 
warned police that, if they visited again 
“for no reason”, “there will be trouble”, 
telling them to “go solve knife crime”. 
One of Fox’s three election pledges was 
to “defend free speech”. He claimed that 
children are “dying on our streets” and 
hospitals “filling up with the stabbed 
and shot” as a result of “political 
correctness”. 


Disastrous 

This year, For Britain, headed by Anne 
Marie Walters, put up more candidates 
than in 2019, and announced the 
launch of a webpage titled “Anne Marie 
for Hartlepool”. Only she didn’t stand 
for the parliamentary by-election, 

but for a Hartlepool Borough Council 


seat in De Bruce ward alongside For 
Britain’s sitting Councillor Karen 

King, who lost by only 15 votes, coming 
fourth, with Walters sixth. For Britain’s 
third candidate, Graham Craddy, 
scraped only 69 votes in Hartlepool’s 
Foggy Furze ward, which also saw the 
Veterans and People’s Party standing 

a full slate of three candidates, gaining 
a combined total of 1,124 votes, but 
losing their sitting councillor. 

For Britain did not contend the 
mayoral election in London. David 
Kurten, previously of UKIP, stood for 
the Heritage Party, garnering 11,025 
first-preference votes, but badly trailing 
Count Binface and Piers Corbyn of Let 
London Live, who gained 24,775 and 
20,604 of first preferences respectively. 

For Britain also targeted a 
by-election in the East Barnet ward 
of the London Borough of Barnet, 
where its candidate, Alex Merola, 
unsurprisingly came last with 49 
votes. For Britain’s anti-Islamic 
message obviously did not have 
traction in a ward with a significant 
Jewish population and a popular 
Jewish school. 

Julian Leppert, formerly of the 
British National Party (BNP), remains 
For Britain’s sole councillor. His Epping 
Forest seat was not up for re-election, 
but he stood and failed in the Waltham 


Thrashed 
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and fellow party 


members al 
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No truck with 


racists After 
casting her 
ballot, Scotland's 
First Minister 
Nicola Sturgeon 
was ambushed 
by Jayda Fransen, 
but was widely 
commended for 
the way she dealt 
with the ranting 
racist and her 
retinue 
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Abbey division of the Essex County 
Council elections, gaining just 6.8%. 
Fellow sitting For Britain councillor Pat 
Richardson, also ex-BNP, was up for 
re-election, but lost her seat. She came 
in third with 18.2 % in Waltham Abbey 
Honey Lane ward, where ex-BNP 

Sue Butler gained just 43 votes. Eddy 
Butler, also ex-BNP, gained only 26 in 
the Waltham Abbey (County) division. 
Richardson is reported to have “looked 
surprised” when the results came in. 

The English Democrats put up 
Robin Tilbrook in Ongar and Rural, 
where he gained 5% with 186 votes, 
and where Peter Bell of Reform UK 
gained 2% with 97 votes. Tilbrook 
also stood for Essex Police, Fire and 
Crime Commissioner, coming last 
of the four candidates. Previous 
electoral highlights for the English 
Democrats were winning the Doncaster 
mayoral election in 2009 and coming 
second in the 2016 Batley and Spen 
parliamentary by-election, held after 
the murder of Jo Cox MP by Thomas 
Mair who had shouted “Britain First” 
when he attacked her. 

The English Democrats did not stand 
for any Essex Borough Council or Essex 
County Council seats, where Reform 
UK fielded a handful of candidates, 
polling an average 60 votes. Tim James 
stood as the “Freedom Alliance. No 
lockdowns. No curfews” candidate in 
Abbey ward, gaining just 89 votes. 

Jim Lewthwaite, former leader 


of the BNP councillors in Bradford, 
stood for the British Democrat Party 
in Bradford’s Wyke ward. Although he 
came third, his share of the vote was 
just 6.2%, well down on his second 
place on 24.6% in 2019. 


Scots show the red card 

In Scotland, Jayda Fransen, former 
Britain First deputy leader, gained 

a paltry 46 votes in the Glasgow 
Southside seat, where she chose to 
stand as an independent. Fransen 
had an encounter with Scotland’s 
First Minister Nicola Sturgeon, which 
received wide media coverage, with 
Sturgeon bluntly telling her: “You are 
a fascist. You are a racist. And the 
southside of Glasgow will reject you.” 

The following day the First Minister 
said: “The constituency was targeted by 
far-right thugs ... the far-right thug that 
led that confrontation got 46 votes, and 
I am proud that once again Glasgow 
Southside has shown the racists and 
the fascists that they are not welcome 
in Glasgow Southside, they are not 
welcome in Glasgow and they are not 
welcome anywhere in Scotland.” 

Derek Jackson, standing as the 
Liberal Party candidate in the same 
Glasgow Southside seat, caused further 
controversy and shock when he and 
two other men turned up at the count 
and proceeded to make Nazi salutes, 
while wearing large yellow stars, 
which had “UNVAX” written on them, 


on their jackets. They insisted to the 
police that the stars did not emulate the 
yellow stars of David that the Nazis had 
forced Jews to wear, and claimed that 
their gestures were “love salutes”. 
Inside the count things escalated. 
The men targeted Humza Yousaf, 
Scottish National Party MSP, asking 
him about “child rape victims in 
Pakistan”, before police escorted 
Jackson and five others from the 
building. The next day, the Liberal 
Party issued a statement that Jackson 
had been “suspended with immediate 
effect”, stating that he had “massively 
misrepresented” the party and its core 
beliefs. How the party’s radar failed 
to identify his views and pre-planned 
actions at the count will no doubt be 
investigated by the party, which is said 
to be co-operating with police over 
the incident. 


Splintered 

The dizzying array and sheer number 
of far-right, populist, nationalist 

and anti-lockdown parties on offer, 
combined with vaccination-boosted 
support for one of the most rightwing 
Conservative governments of recent 
times, meant that these groups failed to 
make a significant electoral impact. 

For some, like Fox, the intention 
was no doubt to raise their profile, 
rather than make a political point. But 
while these elections may not have 
seen any gains for the far right there 
were some unexpected and worrying 
incidents. One of these occurred 
during the campaign when the Labour 
Party was forced to withdraw and 
destroy a Warrington North leaflet 
that included a pledge to deal with 
“Traveller incursions”. Another was the 
shocking behaviour of the Liberal Party 
candidate at the Glasgow count. 

But there is no room for 
complacency: the appetite for far- 
right rhetoric and anti-migrant 
sentiment may have tailed off, but 
the hard line that Home Secretary 
Priti Patel is taking on law and order 
and immigration appears to be 
satisfying part of the electorate — for 
the time being at least — as the results 
at the ballot box show. But in our 
communities racist attacks continue 
and hotels housing migrants are still 
being targetted. 
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Reports round-up 


Trade unions 
reject race 
report findings 


UNIONS HAVE CONDEMNED as an 
insult a report into racial inequalities, 
rejecting its conclusions. In an open 


letter to Prime Minister Boris Johnson, 
TUC general secretary Frances O’Grady 


and the general secretaries of 36 trade 
unions say the report downplays the 
disparities affecting BME workers. 

The unions say the report, prepared 
by the Commission on Racial and 
Ethnic Disparities in response to 
the disproportionate impact of the 
pandemic on BME communities, 
diminishes the effects of structural and 
institutional discrimination. 

Many individuals and organisations 
also reacted with shock that the report 
lists them as having been consulted in 
the process of compiling the report. 
But, they say, the final report does not 


include their testimonies and evidence. 


The TUC states on its website that 
the trade union movement “rejects 
the idea that defending working class 
interests and pushing for equality for 
BME workers are opposed, noting that 
today’s working class is multi-ethnic 
and multi-faith”. 

The letter states that the unions 
repudiate the report and urge 
ministers instead to implement 
“the recommendations of previous 
reports, including McGregor-Smith 
(employment), Lammy (criminal 
justice), Williams (Windrush), 
Angiolini (deaths in custody), Parker 


(FTSE100 boards), and Marmot (health 


inequalities). 
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Wake-up call 


The latest deaths 
at Vial detention 
camp have 
highlighted the 
appalling living 
conditions at 
centres in Greece 


Frances 
O’Grady 
Report fails to 
acknowledge 
structural and 
institutional 
inequalities 
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Rats swarmed over body of 
dead refugee in Greek camp 


THE DISCOVERY OF rats and mice 
surrounding the body of a Somali 
refugee in Vial camp on the Greek 
island of Chios at the beginning of 
May has reignited concerns about the 
conditions in which people are having 
to live and, in this case, to die. 

The man, a 28-year-old Somali, was a 
registered refugee and had remained in 
the camp due to COVID-19 restrictions. 
Although deaths in migrant camps and 
detention centres are not uncommon 
around the world, including the UK, 
just one week later, another asylum 
seeker, a 51-year-old from Iran, was 
found dead in his tent. 

Staff at the camp had been informed 
of the Somali’s death, but his body 
remained in the tent for 12 hours before 
being removed. It was surrounded by 
rats, which along with mice are endemic 
throughout the camp. Reports said that 
he had bites on his ear and his hand. 

Dr Apostolos Veizis, Executive 
Director in Greece of the international 
humanitarian organisation Intersos, 
confirmed that “children are often 
admitted with signs of rat bites” at 


clinics across the island. Vial camp 
governor Panagiotis Kimourtzi told the 
media: “We host them and feed them 
because they are humans, we can’t kick 
them out.” 

The camps have long been known 
to be inadequate and the fire that 
destroyed the Moria camp on Lesbos 
in 2020 was described by UNHCR 
representative in Greece Philippe 
Leclerc as a “wake-up call of the long- 
standing need to address the precarious 
situation for thousands of people in the 
islands and to accelerate their safe and 
orderly transfer to more appropriate 
accommodation on the mainland”. 

The death of the Somali man, 
described as a “scene out of the Middle 
Ages”, has highlighted, once again, 
not only the appalling conditions in 
reception centres, but also a lack of 
evidence of any improvements, despite 
the Greek government receiving €43 
billion from the European Union 
between 2015 and 2020. 

The man is thought to have died of 
natural causes, but a postmortem will be 
carried out to determine cause of death. 
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Counter-terror police arrest Patriotic 
Alternative deputy and seize devices 


By Mary Evans 


Yorkshire organiser Sam Melia 

was arrested on 21 April and 
his home, which he shares with Laura 
Towler, his wife and the group’s deputy 
leader, raided by counter-terrorism 
police. Towler was not arrested, but 
police officers removed 26 items from 
the property, including laptops, hard 
drives, phones, USB sticks, a PlayStation 
4, acamera and notebooks. 

Melia was held for five hours and 
questioned over alleged race hate 
speech and public order offences related 
to the distribution of racist and white 
supremacist stickers. The incidents 
are thought to be linked to Melia and 
Towler’s support for Jim Lewthwaite, of 
the British Democratic Party, who stood 
in the May elections to Bradford City 
Council. Lewthwaite, a former British 
National Party (BNP) official, has well- 
documented past connections with 
the Yorkshire Forum that, prior to its 
demise, had hosted a plethora of neo- 
nazi speakers including Jack Renshaw 
of proscribed terrorist organisation 
National Action. Renshaw is serving 
a prison sentence for terrorist-related 
offences, including the intention to 
murder Labour MP Rosie Cooper. 


P ATRIOTIC ALTERNATIVE 


The events also came one day after 
Towler re-posted on Hitler’s birthday 
(20 April) a Traditional Britain Group 
(TBG) message, denouncing the 
addition of white supremacist group 
Atomwaffen Division and its alias 
National Socialist Order to the UK 
government’s list of proscribed terrorist 
organisations. Membership of these 
organisations carries a maximum jail 
sentence of 10 years. 

Since the formation of Patriotic 
Alternative in 2019 by Mark Collett, 

a former BNP head of publicity, the 
group has formed close links with 
several far-right groups, including 

the TBG and the British Democratic 
Party. The group has commanded a 
significant presence on social media and 
gained a growing number of followers. 
Due to its provocative actions, such 

as the unfurling of a “White Lives 
Matter” banner from the top of Mam 
Tor in Derbyshire, and campaigns in 
multicultural areas, the group has 
attracted the attention of the authorities. 

Melia was a founder of the Hundred 
Handers, an anonymous network of 
activists who have carried out far-right 
stickering campaigns across the UK and 
worldwide over the past two years. The 
stickers featuring far-right slogans and 
imagery have been sighted across the 
UK, Europe, the USA and Australia. 


Bucking against racism in Bromley 


ANTI-RACIST ACTIVIST Paula 
Peters decided to photograph 
and report racist graffiti on bus 
stops in Orpington, in Kent, to 
raise awareness of the incident on 
27 April, just ahead of the 6 May 
London mayoral elections. 

The graffiti was shocking enough, 
with “KKK”, “Stay White”, “No Knee” 
and “Vote Fox” scrawled over the 
bus stop shelter. Just as shocking 
was Paula’s report to the local press 
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that two women had asked her why 
she was photographing the graffiti 
(pictured), before going on to say: 
“Bloody blacks taking bread out of 
white people’s mouths.” 

Laurence Fox, who stood for 
the Reclaim Party in the mayoral 
elections, had visited Bromley town 
centre on 13 April. Councillor Colin 
Smith in June 2020 had claimed that 
racism was not commonplace in the 
London Borough of Bromley. 


Our sources reveal that counter- 
terrorism police have been monitoring 
the Hundred Handers since at least 
2018. It is noteworthy that the TBG 
has hosted speakers from Generation 
Identity at its annual conferences and 
in April expressed support for Hundred 
Handers on its Telegram account. 

Melia has been a supporter of 
National Action, in addition to 
having links with the international 
identitarian group Generation 
Identity, which is illegal in France 
and under investigation in several 
European countries. 

The TBG has always appeared to 
distance itself from any association 
with or voicing support for any 
neo-Nazi group. However, Towler’s 
relationship with the TBG can be traced 
back to its 2019 Christmas social when, 
as a special guest, she spoke about 
the then recently formed Patriotic 
Alternative and its goals and objectives. 

Previous to April's arrest and raid, in 
September last year Towler and Collett 
had their bank accounts closed with 
Santander (Towler) and HSBC (Collett). 
No reasons were given by the respective 
banks. This has been followed in recent 
months by some of their social media 
accounts being terminated and, in 
early April, Collett’s YouTube channel 
being removed. 
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Police bill curbs right to protest 
and clamps down on minorities 


By Cathy Pound 


he Police, Crime, Sentencing 
and Courts (PCSC) Bill passed 

its second reading on 16 March, 
just seven days after the first reading. 
This gave parliamentarians little time 
to fully scrutinise the 307 pages of this 
broad-ranging piece of legislation that, 
once passed, will overturn some long- 
standing basic principles of law. 

The main media focus and public 
response has centred on the restrictions 
to the right to protest, but there is also 
widespread concern over proposed 
changes to trespass laws, which will 
affect the Gypsy, Traveller and Roma 
communities, and new serious violence 
reduction orders (SVROs), which are 
likely to affect communities already 
disproportionately represented in the 
criminal justice system. The bill also 
includes a trial of secure schools as a 
new form of youth custody. 

The bill next passes to committee 
and report stages before its third 
reading in the House of Commons, 
which should allow for more thorough 
scrutiny. Its sheer scope, however, may 
make it difficult to amend. There is 
consequently the risk that the entire bill 
will pass into law with few changes. 

The right to protest was preserved 
during the first COVID lockdown as an 
exemption, allowing people to gather 
in public. Protests that were COVID 
compliant were largely permitted by 
police and last summer these were 
mainly Black Lives Matter actions. 
However, there were also repeated 
“anti-lockdown” rallies, which largely ~ 
defied guidance to wear masks and 
maintain social distancing. 

By the time of the second lockdown, 
the exemption was removed, effectively 
making it impossible to hold a protest 
legally. The government has been at 
pains to reassure the public that the 
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right to protest is not under threat. 
Consequently, the announcement that 
the bill would severely restrict the right 
to protest post-pandemic, not because 
of public health concerns or fear of 
violence, but because peaceful protest 
might merely inconvenience some 
members of the public, rang alarm 
bells. 

Civil rights champion Liberty has 
produced a briefing in response to the 
bill: it notes that this will be its first 
response to a complex, wide-ranging 
piece of legislation. Liberty is calling 
for a halt to the bill to allow adequate 
scrutiny and public and political debate. 


New offences 

The bill strengthens many other pieces 
of legislation, creates new offences and 
increases the scope of what constitutes 
an offence. It also increases the length 
of sentences for existing offences. 
Amendments to the Public Order Act 
1986 will see a single, senior officer able 
to impose any conditions “as appear to 
him necessary” on a public procession. 
The bill gives powers to restrict protests 
that will “inconvenience the public’, 
including, for example, due to “noise 
generated by persons taking part”. 

The new protections afforded to 
memorials could see the imposition of 
a 10-year sentence for criminal damage 
in contrast to a maximum of three- 
month sentence or £2,500 fine based 
on the monetary value of the damage. 
Organisations supporting women who 
experience domestic violence and rape 
have pointed out that this will allow 
longer sentences for damaging a statue 
than for attacking a woman. They note 
that, despite claims that the legislation 
aims to address serious violence, 
it does nothing to address violence 
towards women. 

A new legal duty on statutory 
bodies such as health authorities, 
local authorities, education providers 


and youth services to address serious 
violence would see a duty to identify 
those “at risk” of engaging in violence 
or criminality in future. This mirrors 
the existing Prevent duty, which is 

part of the Counter-Terrorism and 
Security Act 2015, that has itself drawn 
severe criticism. 

The bill also seeks to extend powers 
to collate and hold wide-ranging 
personal data, which in the case of the 
Metropolitan Police’s Gangs Matrix, 
was exposed by Amnesty International 
as overidentifying BAME individuals 
as gang affiliated. Amnesty found that 
72 % of those held were black, despite 
the Met’s own statistics showing that 
only 27% of youths committing serious 
violence were black. 

The introduction of SVROs is part of 
a strategy to reduce serious violence: 
this new civil order may be imposed on 
individuals with a previous offensive 
weapons conviction. Police will gain 
new powers to stop and search someone 
using an SVRO “whenever they are in 
public” with no need of “reasonable 
suspicion”. Concerns have been raised 
that, far from reducing knife crime, 
SVROs will create oppressive policing 
of already marginalised communities. 

Previous convictions are not 
normally raised in court until 
sentencing stage to ensure an individual 
is not pre-judged on past behaviour. 
Knowledge of previous convictions is 
also currently not a valid reason to stop 
and search. 


Trespass changes 

The bill proposes changing trespass 
from a civil to a criminal offence, giving 
police the authority to arrest. This 

will apply to any protestors who set up 
camps or continue a protest overnight, 
which will mainly affect the Gypsy, 
Roma and Traveller communities. A 
new offence of “residing on land without 
consent in or with a vehicle” will be 
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accompanied by powers to seize the 
vehicle, which may effectively leave an 
individual or a family homeless until the 
“conclusion of criminal proceedings”. 

The lack of legal sites for Gypsy, 
Roma and Traveller communities is 
not addressed in the legislation and 
it is possible that criminalisation of 
trespass may breach the Equality Act 
2020. Abbie Kirkby, Public Affairs and 
Policy Manager at Friends, Families 
and Travellers, stresses that its 
research has shown that “the majority 
of police respondents are against 
the proposals”. 

If the bill becomes law, recent 
victories in the courts that afforded 
some protection to the right to a 
nomadic way of life are likely to be 
overturned. These decisions revoked 
the blanket injunctions brought by 
some local authorities against “persons 
unknown” stopping on council land. 

As the world watched the protests 
in Hong Kong last year, Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson announced that the 
government would offer a route out of 
the territory to the UK if China insisted 
on introducing a new law that, he said, 
“threatens the freedoms and rights” of 
Hong Kong’s residents. 

Meanwhile, the bill seeks to curtail 
the right to protest of UK citizens 
by expanding the “controlled area” 
around the Houses of Parliament 
and increasing the range of activities 
that are prohibited in the area. If 
that doesn’t lead to the conclusion 
that we are becoming an increasingly 
authoritarian state, it might at least 
raise concerns that voicing opposition 
to the government is becoming an 
increasingly dangerous activity. 

If we now have to ask ourselves 
not “will it really make a difference?” 
if I attend a protest, but “might I get 
arrested?”, we can see just how far 
down the authoritarian road this 
country has travelled. 

Right to protest rallies will continue 
throughout the progress of the bill 
through Parliament, and MPs will be 
lobbied over the possible breaches of 
human rights and infringements of civil 
liberties that the bill could present. 


@ Read Liberty’s briefing on the police 
bill at tinyurl.com/liberty-policebill 
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High Court ruling paves way to challenge 
Johnson decision over Patel bullying claim 


PRIME MINISTER Boris Johnson (pictured 
above with Home Secretary Priti Patel) can 
be challenged in court over his decision that 
Patel did not breach the ministerial code 
with regard to allegation of bullying, the High 
Court has ruled. 

The judgement, which was made on 12 
April, grants the First Division Association 
(FDA) union, which represents civil servants, 
permission to launch a judicial review of 
Johnson's decision to ignore the findings of 
adviser Sir Alex Allan that Patel had broken 
the ministerial code. Allan advised that 
the allegations were found to constitute 
the definition of bullying as used by the 
Civil Service. 

It is customary for ministers to resign when 
they have been deemed to have breached 
the ministerial code, but the Prime Minister 
used his powers to make the final decision 
and ruled that Patel had not done so, thus 
retaining her as Home Secretary at a time 
when she is pushing through several highly 
controversial pieces of legislation. 


Crucially, the FDA will be able to 
argue that Johnson's interpretation of 
the ministerial code should be subject to “the 
rule of law”, which places him in the line of 
fire, alongside the Home Secretary. 

The ruling comes as Johnson faces three 
inquiries into who paid for the £200,000 
makeover of the prime ministerial living 
quarters in Downing Street, which included 
gold wallpaper reportedly costing £800 a roll. 
There are suggestions that Tory Party donors 
had initially paid for the excess spend, 
which is way over the £30,000 annual public 
refurbishment allowance granted to the 
prime minister. 

There are two parliamentary inquiries and 
a third being undertaken by the Electoral 
Commission. Johnson has most to fear from 
the latter because the commission is able to 
impose fines of up to £20,000 on MPs who 
fail to declare donations and can refer the 
matter to the police if there are reasonable 
grounds to suspect that a criminal offence 
has been committed. 
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Syrian teenager seeks 
up to £190,000 damages 
against Yaxley-Lennon 


FAR-RIGHT ACTIVIST Stephen 
Yaxley-Lennon, aka Tommy Robinson, 
made a rather quiet exit from the 
High Court in London on 27 April, 
where he was being sued for libel by 
Syrian teenager Jamal Hijazi. 

A film showing the 17-year-old 
Hijazi being attacked at his school 
in Huddersfield in 2018 went viral, 
with Yaxley-Lennon subsequently 
claiming on Facebook that Hijazi was 
“not innocent” and specifically that he 
had beaten one girl “black and blue. 
His exit from the High Court was in 
contrast to the stage and sound system 
allowed to be erected outside the Old 
Bailey in July 2019. 

Yaxley-Lennon, who declared 
himself bankrupt ahead of the case, is 
being sued for £150,000—£190,000 in 
damages. Mr Justice Nicklin will give 


his judgement in the case at a later date. 
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Ex-cops indicted on 
civil rights charges 
in Floyd killing 


THE FOUR FORMER police officers 
involved in the arrest and death of 
George Floyd in Minnesota are set 
to go on trial in August. 

A grand jury has indicted the 
four - Derek Chauvin, Thomas 
Lane, J Kueng and Tou Thao - on 
charges that on 25 May 2020 they 
had violated Floyd's constitutional 
rights when they restrained, 
handcuffed and pinned him 
down on the ground, leaving him 
gasping for breath until he lost 
consciousness. 

Chauvin, who pressed his knee 
into Floyd's neck for 9 minutes and 
29 seconds during the arrest, was 
in April found guilty of murdering 
Floyd. The jury returned a 
unanimous verdict. Chauvin is due 
to be sentenced in June. 


Eid immigration raid halted 
by Glasgow neighbours 


WHEN TWO INDIAN nationals were 
detained by Border Force officials 

on the morning of 13 May in the 
Pollokshields area of Glasgow, the 
authorities cannot have envisaged how 
the day was to unfold. 

Neighbours alerted each other, and 
the immigration enforcement van 
soon found itself blocked. Neighbour 
Declan Blench placed himself behind 
the vehicle and an activist from the 
No Evictions Network positioned 
himself underneath the van, remaining 
there for a total of 8 hours. 

This had the desired effect and 
the van was unable to leave with 
the detained men inside. As the 
day progressed, hundreds of locals 
gathered in a mass demonstration of 
solidarity. More police arrived, followed 
by police horses and, finally, the 
riot police. 


The demonstrators held their ground 
peacefully. The two men were finally 
released at 5pm, with tears in their 
eyes, after witnessing people gathering 
in their support and hearing chants for 
their release. 

A Home Office official said that the 
raid “was conducted in relation to 
suspected immigration offences” and 
confirmed that it was now working with 
the two men to clarify whether any 
offences had been committed. 

Scottish voters rejected racism at the 
ballot box on 6 May and have a proud 
tradition of making it clear that those, 
such as Reform UK’s Nigel Farage and 
ex-US President Donald Trump, who 
stir up hatred against migrants, are not 
welcome in Scotland. Questions are 
being asked as to whether the correct 
procedures were being followed on the 
day by the enforcement officers. 
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Anti-vaxxers fail to curb 
vaccination uptake 


By Trevor Fisher 


he politics of COVID-19 are 
currently dominated by two 
factors: the success of the UK 
vaccination programme to date and 
marginalisation of the vocal alt-right 
anti-vaxx lobby. 

As Searchlight went to press, UK 
infection rates fell from a daily high of 
more than 80,000 cases at the end of 
December to around 2,300 in the first 
week of May. Daily deaths fell from a 
mid-January daily high of 1,358 to 8-10 
daily deaths in the first week of May. 

This is largely down to vaccination 
and, while there is growing controversy 
over a return to pre-COVID rules, 
the more extreme opponents of Tory 
policy who hold that the pandemic is a 
scamdemic — or is being exaggerated 
to set up a totalitarian state — are not 
gaining traction. The vocal lobby that 
refuses to wear masks or practise social 
distancing has made no impact on the 
vaccination programme. 

However, in the USA Trump remains 
key to the alt-right, and resistance 
in the Republican camp to wearing 
masks and taking other precautionary 
measures remains strong. The main 
effect seems to be vaccine refusal 
among male Republican voters and 
pro-Irump religious groups. According 
to a BBC report in early April, 45% of 
white Evangelicals in the USA will take 
the jab compared with 77% Roman 
Catholics and over 90% of atheists. 

The long-term success of the UK 
vaccination programme will depend 
on a number factors. One is how many 
adults will not have the vaccine, which 
may be indicative of the success of the 
anti-vaxxers. Another is that it is not 
known how relaxing lockdown will play 
out. It will also depend on the rate of 
spread of the new Indian variant, which 
is currently seeing a rise in infections in 
the North West — but is also prompting 
more people to sign up to vaccination. 

When the government unveiled its 
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road map to lifting restrictions, it was 
greeted by condemnation from the 
Daily Mail, which posed the question, 
“Call this freedom?”, and went on 

to raise the spectre of weekly tests, 

no foreign travel, vaccine passports, 
social distancing and more doomsday 
warnings of a third wave. 

The government remains cautious 
and keen to maintain restrictions — on 
foreign travel in particular — however, 
there is ongoing controversy over 
proposals for COVID passports. Among 
those questioning the suggestion are 
Labour Party leader Keir Starmer, who 
told the Daily Telegraph that passports 
would be “un-British”, following his 
recent embrace of the Union Jack. 

On the British hard right, there is a 
vocal element that wants a rapid return 
to “normality” and is hostile to the 
government’s anti-COVID measures. 
Among the COVID sceptics are former 
UKIP leader Nigel Farage, now of 
Reform UK, last seen in the company 
of fellow doubter Laurence Fox of the 
Reclaim Party who ran for London 
Mayor on 6 May, but lost his deposit. 

There is policy overlap between some 
on the far right and some in the Tory 
party, such as Steve Baker, deputy chair 
of the COVID Recovery Group of Tory 
MPs, who told the BBC that passports 
“would be discriminatory, lead to 
a two-tier Britain, and be entirely 
incompatible with freedom”. 

Johnson has said that passports 
would depend on attaining a critical 
level of mass vaccination, which makes 
the level of uptake and refusal crucial. 

The 6 May election results gave the 
Prime Minister a boost, with voters 
showing little appetite for the Reform 
and Reclaim parties. The issue over 
the summer is likely to be how far the 
no-vaxx tendency, whether the alt-right 
in the USA or libertarians in the UK, will 
influence the vaccination programme 
and whether the UK can make a 
successful transition to a post-COVID 
world, which most certainly will not be 
the same as the world before COVID. 


Neo-nazi Met 
officer sent to jail 
for four years 


THREE PROPONENTS OF race hate ideas, two of 
whom had belonged to a proscribed terrorist 
organisation and the third had contacted it for 
information, were sentenced in UK courts in April. 

At the Old Bailey, Ben Hannam, a former 
probationary police officer, is the first Metropolitan 
Police officer to be found guilty of being a member of 
a banned neo-nazi group. He lied on his application 
form to join the Metropolitan Police about prior 
membership of the proscribed group, and slipped 
through the vetting procedures. He was exposed 
two years later when his name appeared on a 
leaked database of users of an extreme right forum. 
Hannam was also convicted for possession of 
documents that contain information that might be 
used for terrorist purposes. He was jailed for four 
years and four months. 

Former Cambridge student Oliver Bel was also 
convicted of possession of documents containing 
information useful to persons wanting to commit 
an act of terrorism, including the bomb-making 
instruction manual, The Anarchist Cookbook. He was 
found to have been in communication with National 
Action. Bel was reported to the police for making 
extremist comments online, which included calling 
for the extermination of Jews. 

The Manchester jury rejected Bel’s claim that he 
had obtained the manual out of academic interest. 

Meanwhile, Benjamin Raymond, a co-founder 
of National Action, appeared at Westminster 
Magistrates’ Court, charged with being a member of 
a banned organisation and possession of material 
likely to be useful in committing acts of terrorism. He 
did not enter a plea. His trial will begin in November. 
@ See story, page 16 
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Race hate ideas infect 
European lawmaking 


A round-up of recent developments on the far right across Europe by 
Tash Shifrin and Martin Smith 


HUNGARY'S far-right authoritarian 
Prime Minister Viktor Orban hosted 

a meeting with Polish Prime Minister 
Mateusz Morawiecki from the Law and 
Justice party (Prawo i Sprawiedliwosé, 
or PiS) and the leader of Italy’s Lega 
(League), Matteo Salvini, in April. 

These key figures of the European 
far right discussed creating a new 
European Parliament group and how to 
“resurrect” a Christian Europe. 

The trio announced that they 
wanted to build a project based on 
“Atlanticism, Christianity, family, 
freedom, sovereignty and opposing 
antisemitism”. 

The claim that the group could 
possibly be sincere in opposing 
antisemitism is particularly 
outrageous, given that Orban’s party 
uses antisemitism as a key mobilising 
tool and the PiS is not known for 
opposing antisemitism in Poland. 

Morawiecki said that Europe had 
“lost its roots” and could not be “a 
diktat of the strongest”. In language 
that evoked Mussolini's vision of 
classical fascism, Orban praised 
Salvini’s call for “a renaissance, 
resurrection and rebirth”. The Lega 
is a major political player both 
in Italy as part of Mario Draghi’s 
coalition government and now on the 
European scene. 

Orban’s move to create a new far- 
right grouping inside the European 
Parliament comes after his Fidesz party 
quit the European People’s Party (EPP) 
grouping, just before it was about to 
be expelled. Sections of the EPP have 
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condemned Fidesz for its antisemitism 
and its slide into authoritarianism. 

The EPP is currently the largest 
group in the parliament, and a new 
formation could radically transform 
the power and leverage of the far 
right. At present, PiS is a member 
of the European Conservatives and 
Reformists (ECR) group, while 
the Lega sits with the Identity and 
Democracy group, which includes 
France’s Rassemblement National 
(RN, formerly the Front National), the 
Netherlands far-right party PVV and 
the Austrian FPO. 

In the past, two key political 
differences have kept the far right from 
creating a single bloc. 

The first was the division over 
support for the Russian state and 
authoritarian nationalist President 
Vladimir Putin. Traditionally, RN 
leader Marine Le Pen and Salvini have 
supported Putin, while the central 
European far-right groups opposed 
him. But Fidesz and PiS hostility 
towards Putin is now softening. 

Second, Fidesz and the PiS have 
distanced themselves from Le Pen 
and the RN in the past because of its 
fascist roots. But now PiS MPs have 
told the Polish press that Le Pen would 


The French Senate has added 
an amendment to the proposed 
law: it would ban girls aged 
under 18 years from wearing 


a hijab in public 


be welcome in any new grouping to aid 
amore unified rightwing movement 
across Europe. 

Any new tie-up between the far right 
in central Europe, the Lega and RN 
could create a dangerous power bloc 
and reinforce the entrenchment of the 
far right in European politics. 


MARINE Le Pen, leader of the fascist 
RN, is a serious threat in next year’s 
French presidential elections. She 
stands neck and neck with the centrist 
President Emmanuel Macron, with 
predictions for her share of the vote in 
the first round hovering at around 25%. 

Recent polls show that Le Pen is also 
creeping up on Macron in the most 
likely second round run-off scenario, 
in which she is projected to take 46% 
against 54% for Macron. 

Le Pen has built her party and its 
forerunner the Front National on 
anti-Muslim and anti-immigrant 
racism, successfully “de-demonising” it 
and distancing its public image from its 
fascist core. 

In the 2017 election, she scored 
21.3% to Macron’s 24% in the first 
round, and then took 33.9% to his 
66.1% in the second round run-off. 
Those unprecedented vote numbers 
made Le Pen a beacon of success for 
far-right and fascist parties across 
Europe. Now she looks set to gain an 
even stronger vote. 

Shamefully and dangerously, 
Macron’s response has been to ramp 
up the racism of the French state. He 
has unleashed a crackdown on Muslim 
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groups and his hard rightwing Interior 
Minister Gérard Darmanin is steering 
a viciously Islamophobic new law 
through Parliament, in an attempt to 
steal Le Pen’s colours. 

The foul carnival of official 
Islamophobia keeps escalating. The 
Senate, the upper house of the French 
Parliament, has added an amendment 
to the proposed law: it would ban girls 
aged under 18 years from wearing a 
hijab (headscarf) in public. Such moves 
by mainstream politicians only serve to 
legitimise Le Pen’s Islamophobia and 
racism and boost her electoral appeal 
further. These are worrying times for 
anti-racists and anti-fascists in France 
and beyond. 


RACIST laws are tightening further in 
Denmark. The far-right racist Dansk 
Folkeparti (Danish People’s Party, or 
DPP) saw its vote crash in the 2019 
general election from 21.1% to just 
8.7%, and it lost its role propping up the 
former centre-right government. 

That government introduced a 
notorious “jewellery law”, allowing the 
state to seize jewellery from asylum 
seekers “to pay for their stay”. 

But deeply ugly racism has infected 
the centre left, too. Since 2010, 
Denmark has had an appalling “ghetto” 
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policy: areas with “non-western” 
minority populations of more than 50% 
that also met various education, jobs 
and crime-related criteria were placed 
on an official “ghetto list”. 

People living in such areas could 
be subjected to additional legal 
requirements and may face double the 
standard criminal penalties; entire 
families could be threatened with 
eviction if one member committed a 
crime. Now, the Social Democrat-led 
government, supported by left and 
green parties, is planning to remove 
the term “ghetto” from the statute, by 
proposing a new law that would reduce 
the number of “non-western” minority 
ethnic residents to 30% or less of any 
local population within ten years. 

It is not clear how the government 
is intending to implement this 
appalling proposal. 


VOTERS in Switzerland narrowly 
backed a racist ban on the niqab (face 
veil) in a referendum proposed by the 
far right in March. 

The move was aimed at demonising 
Muslims, who make up around 5% 
of country’s population, although 
fewer than 100 women in the country 
are believed to wear a nigab. The 
Islamophobic nature of the ban on 


wearing it is especially apparent 
because face masks to protect against 
the COVID-19 virus are mandatory 

in Switzerland in outdoor and indoor 
public spaces. The niqab ban was 
voted through by just 51.2% to 48.8%, 
with support for the policy noticeably 
down on earlier opinion polls showing 
around 63% in favour. 

The “popular initiative” that led to 
the referendum under Swiss law was 
launched by the far-right Swiss People’s 
Party (SVP). 

The SVP has built its following 
on anti-Muslim and anti-immigrant 
racism. It took the largest share of 
the vote (25.6%) at the 2019 general 
election. Its earlier initiatives included 
Switzerland’s notorious 2009 ban on 
the construction of new minarets. 


TOMASZ GRENIUCH, a prominent 
far-right activist and founder of a 
regional branch of the Nazi Ob6z 
Narodowo-Radykalny group (National 
Radical Camp, or ONR), was appointed 
to lead the Wroclaw branch of the 
Institute of National Remembrance 
(IPN) in February this year. 

The IPN is a prestigious state 
historical research institute responsible 
for investigating crimes carried out 
by the Nazi occupying power in the 
Second World War and the later 
communist regime in Poland. 

Greniuch has a long history inside 
Poland’s far right. He has been pictured 
giving a nazi salute at ONR events, 
including a march in Krakow in 2007 
and an antisemitic event in 2005 to 
commemorate the notorious 1936 
pogrom against Jews in the town 
of MySlenice. 

Two weeks after the announcement 
of Greniuch’s appointment, he resigned 
from the position. Polish anti-fascist 
Krystyna Piotrowska argues that the 
appointment of Greniuch was further 
evidence “of the overlap between the 
far right and the Polish state”. 

In 2018, Poland’s President 
Andrzej Duda awarded Greniuch the 
Bronze Cross of Merit for scholarship 
on Poland’s wartime history. 2 


Tash Shifrin and Martin Smith write 
about fascism and the far right at 
dreamdeferred.org.uk 
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Photos: Bartosz Siedlik (courtesy of Gazeta Wyborcza via JTA) 


London Blot: new 


name, old doctrine 


Paul Wainwright drops in on a series of “moots” on a new online platform, observing 
that this is part of a move to reconfigure the London Forum with a more global appeal 


hat loyal stalwart of 

the extreme right, 

ethno-nationalist, Odinist 

and former organiser 

of the London Forum 
Stead Steadman, appears to have 
taken advantage of the lockdown 
with significant online activity in 
recent months. 

In typical negligent Steadman style, 
his easily traceable digital fingerprint 
has revealed the formation of a new 
group, the London Blot, which appears 
to develop the directional movement 
of his pre-lockdown activity. This is a 
rebranding exercise designed to reach 
out globally and provide an online 
platform for a diverse range of speakers 
unified in their belief in promulgating 
a white ethno-nationalist spirituality 
rooted in a distorted representation of 
Norse paganism. 

The London Forum might now be 
dead, but the London Blot appears to 
be flourishing quite openly online for 
all-comers to discover. 

Analysis of online meetings posted 
on the London Bl6t YouTube channel 
indicates that the primary spiritual 
focus of the group is “Asatra”, which 
is a relatively new religious movement 
(founded in 1971) that attempts to 
revive the old Norse religion of Iceland 
with its worship of pagan gods and 
goddesses such as Thor, Odin, Freya. 

Asatrt has a global footprint and 
has spread to about 100 countries, 
with tens of thousands of followers, 
and prides itself on being inclusive. 
However, due to its relative youth, 
it has also become susceptible 
to misappropriation by white 
ethno-nationalists. 
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Asatrt’s leaders in several countries 
have voiced their concerns about the 
unwelcome racists and white ethno- 
nationalists in their midst. One Asatri 
high priest, Hilmar Hilmarsson, has 
been extremely vocal in his critique 
of the way white supremacists are co- 
opting Norse symbols such as Thor’s 
hammer, because they believe the 
Vikings were a pure white race. 

Examination of the online activity of 
the London Blot reveals the presence of 
a significant number of individuals with 
a well-documented personal history 
of support for white ethno-nationalist 
causes and in two cases a neo-nazi 
group that has been proscribed as 
a terrorist organisation by the UK 
government. 


Ethno-nationalists 
So what actually is a blot? In Norse 
paganism, this word is a term for 
“blood sacrifice”. In more recent 
times, it has been transformed into 
the sense of a group ritual dedicated to 
the Norse gods, but minus the blood 
sacrifice element. 

Contemporary followers of Germanic 
neo-paganism have developed 
traditions of blot rituals — and this has 


Examination of the online 
activity of the London Blot 
reveals a significant number 
of individuals with a personal 
history of support for white 
ethno-nationalist causes 


been incorporated into the rituals of 
some followers and practitioners of 
Odinism in the UK, several of whom 
today demonstrate traits of racism and 
neo-nazi ideology. 

In the case of Steadman’s London 
Blot, a slightly different path appears 
to have been taken, namely a more 
respectable and open, less secretive, 
rebranding in order to possibly bring 
onboard a wider demographic of 
followers. However, several of the 
speakers hosted in recent meetings 
or “moots” (as Steadman likes to call 
them) of the London Blot, have a 
well-documented history of association 
with the extreme right and white ethno- 
nationalist ideology. 

In March 2021, the group hosted 
Edward Dutton, the well-known 
anthropologist, academic and white 
supremacist who is notorious for his 
promotion of eugenics and authorship 
of controversial racialist articles for 
far-right journals such as Mankind 
Quarterly (which he previously edited). 

In recent years, Dutton has been a 
guest speaker at the Scandza Forum 
in Oslo, as well as at events organised 
by the Traditional Britain Group and 
Mark Collett’s Patriotic Alternative in 
the UK. Dutton is currently Professor 
of Evolutionary Psychology at Asbiro 
University in Lodz in Poland. Analysis 
of Dutton’s online presentation in 
the video posted on London Blot’s 
YouTube channel reveals a number 
of attendees with well-documented 
personal histories of association 
with white ethno-nationalism and 
related ideologies. 

There was Aurelio José Figueredo, 
Professor of Psychology, Family 
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Studies and Human Development at 
the University of Arizona, who in 2018 
was identified as the only US scientific 
researcher receiving funding from the 
Pioneer Fund, a non-profit institute 
that promotes scientific racism and 
eugenics. Also in attendance was 
Michael Walker, founder of the British 
new right magazine, The Scorpion, and 
a recent interviewee for Greg Johnson’s 
Counter-Currents podcast, who was 
clearly identified through his on-screen 
questioning and attendee identification. 


Traditionalists 

The global reach of the London Bl6t 
is reflected in the multitude of guest 
speakers at earlier moots, which 
reflect Steadman’s strong connections 
in the shadowy world of far-right 
neo-paganism. 

We had for example, Evgeny 
Nechkasov (aka Askr Svarte), a 
Russian traditionalist philosopher 
and publisher of the pagan almanac, 
Warha. Svarte was a member and head 
of a local chapter of the Eurasian Youth 
Union from 2011 to 2013, a Russian 
traditionalist anti-European political 
organisation and the youth wing of the 
Eurasia Party headed by Aleksandr 
Dugin. The organisation has branches 
in several countries and, in 2011, the 
Ukraine government branded it an 
extremist anti-Ukrainian organisation. 

The Eurasian traditionalist 
connection continued with a moot 
that hosted the fronts for Nordsolen: 
Ukranian expat Maxim Borozenec, 
along with Russian expat Katja 
Bessmertnaja. Nordsolen is a Eurasian 
traditionalist network, whose manifesto 
calls for dialogue and unity between the 
diverse people of the north, based on 
the common origin of their traditions. 

Attendees at this moot included the 
aforementioned Figueredo and Walker, 
Adrian Romilly, a British National 
Party (BNP) member and retired BNP 
South West regional organiser, and 
Dirk Bruere. The latter appears to have 
been the former party secretary of the 
UK Transhumanist Party, noted for its 
promotion of the “new eugenics” and 
on whose website the Nazi Holocaust 
is minimised. 

Less overt 


Steadman’s strategy with the London 
Blot appears to counterbalance 
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2 next step after Jou 


Captured 

A rare on-screen 
appearance 

by Ben 
Raymond, aka 
“Benjamin R", 
“Ben” or 
“Benito”, during 
the YouTube 
moot Q&A 
session with 
Aki Cederberg 


Kali Yuga. 


speakers from the far right with those 
who have less overt connections on 
the surface. Take, for example, Aki 
Cederberg, a Finnish writer, musician 
and filmmaker who has written books 
about Indian religions and European 
modern paganism. 

Cederberg’s Pyha Eurooppa, 
published in 2020, contains discussions 
about the problem of how European 
cultural and spiritual heritage has 
become associated with nationalist 
and far-right politics, which Cederberg 
apparently renounces. However, 
the Finnish writer has worked with 
Allerseelen, a musical project of the 
Austrian musician Gerhard Petak, 
who is known for his use of lyrics by 
Nazi authors and who has also written 
admiringly of Nazi cultural figures and 
collaborated with rightwing extremist 
musicians. Cederberg appeared as a 
guest musician on Petak’s 2019 album 
Chairete Daimones. 

A somewhat worse-for-wear and 
dishevelled Alan Harvey is identified 
on-screen during a question-and- 
answer session during Cederberg’s 
London Blot presentation. Harvey, 
now past his sell-by date, was a former 
chairman of the Springbok Club, a 
pro-apartheid association of expat 
South Africans and a past activist for 
the National Front. Thomas Mair, 
the far-right terrorist who murdered 
Labour MP Jo Cox in 2016, subscribed 
to a print magazine published by the 
Springbok Club called SA Patriot. 

One of the most significant recent 
speakers at one of the London Blot 


events was one Sri Dharma Pravartaka 
Acharya, otherwise known as Frank 
Morales. Morales is a white American 
convert to Hinduism and, in November 
2013, Arktos media (whose UK head 
is Traditional Britain Group vice- 
president Gregory Lauder-Frost) 
published his The Dharma Manifesto. 
John Morgan (prior to his departure 
from Arktos) wrote the foreword, 
apologetically claiming that the book 
was not promoting Hindu nationalism. 
Nevertheless, Acharya has asserted 
that the Rashtriya Swayamsevak 
Sangh, abbreviated as RSS, an 
Indian rightwing, Hindu nationalist, 
paramilitary volunteer organisation, 
is “reactionary” when it should be 
“revolutionary”. He has devised a 
ten-point programme of correction 
for Hindu nationalists who “truly wish 
to transform their nation of India for 
the better”. First and foremost, he 
says that the RSS should “annihilate 
the immediate existential threat 
from Communist terrorists, Islamic 
Jihadists, and Christian missionaries”. 
They should then encourage children 
to become “warriors and leaders”, 
instead of IT professionals, and “revive 
the Kshatriya (warrior) spirit” and 
“re-Aryanize, re-Vedicize, and re- 
spiritualize” Indian culture. 


Global 

The global audience reach of this 
moot was highlighted by Steadman on 
camera, who cited that attendees from 
France, Germany, Iceland, Greece, 
Belgium and the UK were present. 

The demographic of attendees, as 
identified by those participating online, 
includes a number who have had past 
connections with the now proscribed 
terrorist group, National Action. One of 
those who attended is Ben Raymond, 
the founder of National Action, who is 
emerging from the shadows into the 
public eye again. 

Raymond’s face is rarely seen, but he 
variously identifies himself on-screen 
as “Benjamin R”, “Ben” or “Benito”. 
Raymond is particularly vocal and 
eloquent in his questioning of the 
speakers and in the question-and- 
answer session during the latter part 
of the Aki Cederberg moot, he appears 
on camera for a rare and unguarded 
moment identified on-screen as 
“Benjamin R”. 
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In the past 12 months Raymond 
has set-up a T-shirt production 
company, Blackguard. Alongside 
the neo-nazi T-shirt designs, 
Blackguard’s Instagram page contains 
references to the eco-fascist “pine 
tree gang” movement and Asatri 
paganism, the latter beloved of 
followers of the London Blot (whose 
YouTube channel incidently invites 
attendees to join the Facebook group 
“Asatru Britain”). 

The account handle for Blackguard 
on Instagram was “Blackguard graphic 
design” but the name displayed was 
“Benito Raymondo”, Benito being also 
the first name of the Italian fascist 
dictator Mussolini and one of the three 
aliases used at the London Blot moots. 
It appears that, for Raymond, old 
habits die hard. 

As reported on page 13, Raymond 
was charged in late April this year with 
three counts of possessing documents 
useful to a terrorist and remaining a 
member of a banned terrorist group 
after it was proscribed. National Action 
was created in 2013, but banned as a 
terrorist organisation three years later. 
Raymond is alleged to have stayed in 
the group between December 2016 and 
September 2017. 

The charges relate to 2016 and 2017. 
Detectives from West Midlands Police 
interviewed Raymond under caution 
on 20, 21 and 22 April at a Wiltshire 
police station. He was charged 
and appeared before Westminster 
Magistrates’ Court on 28 April. 

His arrest may account for the 
recent appearance of an unexpected 
and hastily produced one-minute 
London Blét promotional video posted 
by Steadman on YouTube on 25 April 
entitled ‘The London Blot, a very few 
words”, in an attempt to portray the 
group as a respectable organisation. 


On the circuit 

Another individual present at some 
of the moots and who has well- 
documented connections with the 
far right and National Action is 
Thomas (“Tom”) Rowsell. 


His public persona is well known due 


to his appearances on Red Ice radio, 
through his personal “Survive the Jive” 
YouTube channel and presentations 

at various far-right conferences 
throughout Europe, such as the 2018 
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Alongside the neo-nazi T-shirt 
designs, Blackguard’s Instagram 
page contains references to the 
eco-fascist “pine tree gang” 


movement and Asatrt paganism, 


the latter beloved of London 
Blot followers 


Tom Rowsell 


Another of the 


participants 
in the Aki 


Cederberg moot 


Scandza Forum. At this event, he 
shared a platform with Jared Taylor, 
leader of American Renaissance, 
and Greg Johnson, the director of 
Counter-Currents. 

Rowsell has also had a role within 
Generation Identity UK when the 
organisation was far more active 
than currently and was a guest 
speaker at its second UK conference 
in 2019. Speakers at this event also 
included the British alt-right former 
YouTuber Colin Robertson (aka 
Millennial Woes), the European 
New Right white ethno-nationalist 
Croat Tomislav Sunié and Anne 
Marie Waters of the anti-Muslim For 
Britain movement. 

Rowsell has also had links to 
National Action and is believed to have 
attended a “Sigurd Legion” training 
camp organised by Western Spring 
in the Brecon Beacons and attended 
by members of National Action in 
2014. Following the 2019 Generation 
Identity conference he had also invited 


two friends who had been members of 
National Action to a post-conference 
pub social. 


Continuity 

The future path of the London Bl6t 
seems to be assured at the time 

of writing and, in addition to the 
dedicated YouTube channel, Steadman 
appears also to have set up a Patreon 
fundraising page for those who wish to 
donate and become patrons in order 
“to defray the expenses of hosting blots 
and moots and investing in the growth 
of this community; for instance, in 

the commissioning of ritual articles, 
banners, and works of art”. 

Of particular interest also is the 
Nephilim Anthropology Conference, 
organised by David Parry, who 
has well-documented links with 
neo-fascists, such as Troy Southgate, 
and ethno-nationalistic Odinism. 

The conference took place online in 
April 2021, with Steadman being a 
contributor in his role as “acting godi” 
at the London Blot. 

His contribution was entitled 
Nephilim in Norse Myth, and the 
blurb for the conference stated that the 
event would give insights into, among 
other subjects, “the much feared 
Nazi superman”. 

One thing for certain is that on the 
strength of what has been discovered 
online, Steadman is a extremely 
well-connected player on the far right 
who appears to be providing continuity 
to the work of the now deceased 
London Forum. ® 
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-Ablight on Germany's 
- security services 


The police and armed forces hold a certain attraction for the far right, with the threat 
of ongoing infiltration by extremists. However, the government's response to tackling 
the issue has to date been far from robust. Siobhan Hyland reports 


earchlight’s last issue 

gave a round-up of news 

on the far-right groups 

operating in Germany. 

Additionally, we looked 
at the terrorist attacks that have 
occurred on German soil. 

In brief, politically, in April 2021 
Alternative for Germany (AfD) is 
finalising its manifesto that will include 
leaving the European Union (EU) as 
part of the party’s offering. In this 
year’s election campaign its election 
slogan is: “Germany. But normal.” 

Reading through the manifesto, it 
seems that the idea of normal for AfD 
is to ban minarets that issue the call 
to Muslim prayer. In addition, AfD 
would end the COVID-19 lockdowns, 
and states that it should be up to 
the German people to decide how 
to manage the pandemic. According 
to state broadcaster dw.com, if the 
elections were to be held now, AfD 
would be unlikely to do very well, 
perhaps polling 11% of the vote. AfD 
is hoping for a win in the state of 
Saxony-Anhalt, where it polled around 
25% of the vote in 2016. 

However, this issue of Searchlight 
turns its attention to an ongoing 
and important concern, away from 
governmental politics. This is the 
matter of infiltration into the police 
and uniformed services by far-right 
extremists, which is a sustained and 
ongoing issue that blights security 
services throughout Germany. 

A recent report looking at the 
Kommando Spezialkrafte (KSK), the 


Summer 2021 


elite German defence force, paints a 
poor record of far-right issues going 
back to 2017. 

Several events leading up to 2017 
had already demonstrated that 
elements within the KSK were not 
impartial. In 2003, Commander 
Reinhard Giinzel backed a Christian 
Democrat member of parliament, 
who had given a speech in which he 
tried to equate Nazi war crimes with 
alleged actions by Jews in the Russian 
revolution. When the then Defence 
Minister Peter Struck dismissed 
Giinzel from his post, Struck received 
death threats. This event was deemed 
to be the first time that the KSK was 
identified by the media as having 
connections with far-right ideals. 

Further, in 2017, ammunition 
and smoke grenades were found 
in a property where former KSK 
operative André Schmitt lived — he 
had already been dismissed by the 
force. It seems that Schmitt was part 
of a group that undertook military- 
style training sessions in Mosbach, 
Southern Germany, in 2018, and 
preparing people to be combat ready. 
The Guardian newspaper and the 
German broadcaster ASD published 


drone footage of some of these training 
activities in October 2020. 

Again, back in 2017, the police had 
uncovered plans by Franco Albrecht, 
a German army officer, to carry out 
terrorist attacks on German politicians. 
Searches made on Albrecht’s home 
revealed a badge for a private security 
company, Uniter, which just happened 
to be have been founded by Schmitt. 

Following these revelations, German 
Defence Minister Annegret Kramp- 
Karrenbauer decided in July 2020 to, 
in part, dissolve the KSK. Under the 
changes, the force would be subject to 
sweeping reforms and parts of it would 
be completely disbanded. This is an 
important and quite striking move, 
arising from fears of a threat from 
within Germany’s own defence forces, 
rather than from forces outside the 
country’s borders. 


Infiltration 
In December 2020, a panel concluded 
that networks of far-right extremists 
seemed to be trying to establish 
themselves within the army and other 
security services. 

The rationale behind the creation of 
the KSK was to protect German citizens 


Following on from a soldier’s arrest in 2017, 
a search of army barracks was undertaken. Over 
400 items were checked as potential articles 


of veneration of the Wehrmacht 
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A special year for fascists 

2017 saw the 30th anniversary 

of the death of Rudolph Hess 
(pictured in the garden of Spandau 
Prison in an article from HS Heute 
(National Socialism Today)). An edition 
of the magazine commemorated 
the date with a selection of articles. 
Wunsiedel (article top right), where 
Hess was first buried, became 

a place of pilgrimage for the far 
right in 1990s. After the body was 
removed in 2011, his admirers 
moved to Bayreuth (article below 
right), deeming it their first hurdle 
to overcome. They bemoaned the 
attack on Hess's gravestone (below) 
- Antifa giving it a makeover? 


Der 17. August 1987 
Mord in Spand 


Am Montag, den 17 


erm A 


“Rechts- und Grabenkampfe in Wunsiedel 


von Christian Worch 


1987 - Todesjahr 22.00 Uhr am amerikanischen Konsulat an der Alster, 
Und dann begannen wir mit hektischen Vorbereitungen. 
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abroad, for example, when citizens 
were stranded in Rwanda during the 
country's civil war. The KSK went on to 
work in Kosovo and Afghanistan, amid 
criticism by some Germans that it did 
not sit right to create a German “army” 
to fight in foreign countries in view of 
the country's Nazi legacy. 

This criticism would seem to be 
correct: the KSK has been under 
continued scrutiny over the connections 
of its members to the extreme and far 
right. In May 2020, police raided the 
home of a KSK soldier who, among 
ammunition and explosives, had in his 
possession an SS songbook. 

Following on from a soldier’s arrest 
in 2017, a search of army barracks 
was undertaken. Over 400 items 
were checked as potential articles 
of veneration of the Wehrmacht, 
including Nazi combat photographs. 
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Das geschandete Hef-Grab Anfang August 2004 


Objects were removed and work 
began on banning the veneration of 
the Wehrmacht. In the past, there 
was a notion that the Wehrmacht and 
Hitler were separate entities — and 
there was no Wehrmacht involvement 
in the Nazi genocide. However, this 
has since been proven false and efforts 
have been made to separate this 
thinking from today’s security services. 
With international pressure to 
increase Germany's military spending, 
the government has some serious 
work to do in order to create a service 
free from extremism that fits in with the 
expectations of the rest of the world. 


Hess and neo-Nazis 

The year 2017 seems to have been 

one in which there was a high level of 
fascist activity in Germany. This is not 
a surprise, given that it was a special 


Die ersten Schwierigkeiten 


Erfolg des Rudolf-He&-Marsches 1990 war tiberwiil- _rente sollten nur dann mitgebracht werden, wenn sic einen 
sowohl hinsichtlich der Teilnchmerzahl als auch —_ konkreten Bezug zum Anlass haben, auf das Waffenverbot 
jaufs. An diesen Erfolg ankniipfend, mobilisierte wurde ebenso hingewiesen wie auf das Verbot von ,gegen- 
Komitee bereits Monate im Voraus fiir Sonnabend, — wirtig verbotene{n] Abzeichen und Symbole{n]*. Ebenso 
17. August 1991, zum nichsten Rudolf-He&-Ge- sollte auf das ,unkoordinierte Rufen unangebrachter Paro- 
ikmarsch nach Wunsiedel, der diesmal auf den Tag ge- 


len“ verzichtet werden. Wortlich heift es in dem Aufruf: 


year for fascists — the 30th anniversary 
of the death of Rudolph Hess. 

Hess was a pivotal part of the Nazi 
Party as Deputy Fiihrer to Hitler, 
and created an international furore 
when he flew to Britain in 1941 to 
negotiate a peace deal. He was treated 
as a prisoner of war by the British, 
and faced trial as a war criminal 
at Nuremberg post war. The court 
found him guilty and he received a 
life sentence; he was sent to Spandau 
Prison in West Berlin, where he served 
out his sentence until his death in 
1987. One year after he was buried in 
a family plot in Wunsiedel, Bavaria, 
his grave became a site of pilgrimage 
for neo-Nazis on the anniversary of 
his death (see illustration). 

The site lease was not renewed by 
the local authority when it expired, 
and Hess's body was removed and 


Summer 2021 


cremated in 2011. It is evident that 
Hess was a celebrity within neo- 

Nazi circles, because on the 30th 
anniversary of his death the magazine 
NS Heute (National Socialism Today) 
published a commemorative issue in 
2017, dedicated purely to Hess. 

NS Heute has a website, which today 
is filled with COVID-19 conspiracies, 
trying to link the pandemic to the 
dystopian world described in George 
Orwell's novel 1984. The website gives 
a full list of where you can purchase 
the far-right magazine and, to allay 
readers’ fears, work is under way 
on another issue! Interestingly, the 
website has a space dedicated to legal 
advice for activists, to support them if 
they need help with the law. 

The 2017 NS Heute issue speaks in 
militaristic terms — that Hess’s burial 
place has become trench warfare and 
is protected by bold troops. In Berlin, 
hundreds of neo-Nazis gathered to join 
a far-right march to Spandau Prison 
that year. The numbers attending 
varied between news reports, but 
the march was met by a counter- 
demonstration of least 500 anti-fascist 
activists. It is horrifying that these 
marches were still able to take place in 
2017 in a democratic Germany. 

There are certain restrictions placed 
on marches in Germany, in an attempt 
to reduce potential violence. The police 
are able to adapt the rules for each 
event, to try to balance the right to 
protest against counter-demonstration 
and with consideration for the people 
living in the area. For these marches, 
banners were only allowed per 50 
participants. The marches glorifying 
Hess were eventually banned in 
Wunsiedel, where he had originally 
been buried, so the neo-Nazis moved 
on to Bayreuth. 

Obviously, there is little in the 
magazine in the way of what action 
anti-fascists took against the marchers. 
However, the magazine states that in 
2004 the desecration of Hess’s grave 


According to German police statistics published in 
February, the number of extremist incidents is ata 
four-year high ... many sustained terrorist attacks in 
Germany have been perpetrated by lone wolf agitators 
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began. It states that commemoration 
of Hess was forbidden between 

2010 and 2017. In 2011, they did not 
know that their worship at Hess's 
grave would come to a complete end 
with Hess’s ashes scattered secretly 
in order to put an end to such acts 

of veneration. 


Court case 

Turning back to other news of the far 
right in Germany, the trial of 12 men 
accused of planning sustained far-right 
attacks has begun in Stuttgart. More 
insidiously, they planned to overthrow 
democracy in Germany. They belong to 
Gruppe S (Group S), and disturbingly 
one of the accused is employed in an 
administration role with the police. 

The crimes listed against the 
group are membership of a terrorist 
organisation and the violation of 
weapons laws. The last accused man is 
standing trial on charge of supporting 
a terrorist group. All the accused are 
said to live openly as Nazis, and use 
the online platform Telegram. This 
cloud-based instant messaging service 
has proved popular with the far right 
all over the world and was used by 
far-right agitators after the storming of 
the Capitol building in the USA in an 
attempt to keep the movement going. 
Since the beginning of 2021, Telegram 
has claimed that it is banning specific 
channels in an attempt to reduce 
extremist content. 

Returning to the Stuttgart court 
case, which should last into August, 
many of the accused have links 
to other far-right organisations, 
including Bruderschaft Deutschland 
(Brotherhood of Germany). This 
group has been active since 2016 
in Diisseldorf and has recently 
been in the German news for 
complaints about their meetings in a 
children’s playground. 

When challenged, it is reported that 
they are uncooperative and will move 
only when police arrive. Brotherhood 


of Germany operates on Facebook 
and is using this at present to espouse 
COVID-19 myths. 

According to German police statistics 
published in February this year, the 
number of extremist incidents is at a 
four-year high. As already documented 
in Searchlight, many sustained 
terrorist attacks in Germany have been 
perpetrated by lone wolf agitators. 

However, the issues surrounding 
the far right within Germany’s security 
forces require major investigation. 

In December 2020, the media 
organisation npr.org published an 
account of a young man who was 
enrolled at the Police Academy in 
Saxony. The cadet, Simon Neumeyer, 
talked about how one of the 
commanders joked during shooting 
training that they needed to shoot 
well due to the influx of refugees into 
Germany. Another teacher discussed 
similar issues, leading Neumeyer 

to become concerned at the level of 
racism imbued into cadets by those in 
positions of authority. 

When Neumeyer left and published 
some of the incidents online, an 
investigation into his allegations 
resulted in the dismissal of one 
cadet. In the case of two teachers the 
investigation found “no evidence of 
racist tendencies”. 

Andreas Speit, as quoted in npr.org, 
states that the German government is 
dragging its feet over investigations 
into racist events. This, against the 
backdrop of a country still dealing with 
the memory of the Holocaust and the 
complicated history of emerging from a 
dictatorship, is of great concern. 

The presence of the far-right 
fraternity in the security services is 
particularly concerning, because of 
the virulence of their belief system 
and their willingness to fight for a new 
world order. There are reports of one 
government study identifying 377 cases 
of suspected far-right extremism in 
the police force, and more than 1,000 
suspected cases within the army over a 
three-year period. 

Although some areas of Germany 
are improving their cadet programmes 
to root out racists, more needs to 
be done in a sustained and robust 
way to create organisations that are 
not institutionally racist or attract 
individuals who hold such ideals. @ es 
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Bologna’s fifth man 


Alfio Bernabei delves into the shady dealings and links to Italy's secret services that 
have continued to surface with the trial of an early suspect in the 1980 massacre 


hey call him “the fifth 

man”. Paolo Bellini, a 

self-confessed killer 

and former member of 

Avanguardia Nazionale, 
a fascist organisation with links to a 
branch of the Italian secret service, is 
currently on trial accused of playing a 
part in the 1980 bombing at Bologna 
railway station. Among the 85 killed 
were Britons Catherine Mitchell and 
John Kolpinski. 

In the course of investigations and 
several trials over the past 40 years, 
four people have so far been found 
guilty and given prison sentences. 
They are Francesca Mambro, Valerio 
Fioravanti, Luigi Ciavardini and 
Gilberto Cavallini. 

In January this year, in explaining 
the life term given to Cavallini, the 
judges reiterated that it was wrong to 
think that the bombing was carried 
out by a gang of four acting alone. 
Cavallini was a former member of 
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another fascist organisation, Nuclei 
Armati Rivoluzionari (NAR). The 
judges stated: “It was a political 
massacre or, more accurately, a 
state [sanctioned] massacre.” 

As well as the four perpetrators, 
they named the masterminds and 
architects behind the atrocity and the 
sidetracking strategy planned months 
in advance: Licio Gelli, Umberto 
Ortolani, Federico Umberto D’Amato 
and Mario Tedeschi, now all dead. 

Gelli, head of the Masonic Lodge 
Propaganda Due (P2), and Ortolani 
provided the money from Swiss bank 
accounts to pay the fascist criminals. 
D’Amato, who had links with NATO, 
the Stay-Behind/Gladio organisation 
and led the Office for Reserved 
Affairs of the Ministry of the Interior, 
deployed secret agents involved in the 
planning and cover-up. Tedeschi, a 
magazine editor, was one of those in 
charge of influencing media coverage 
to send investigators off track. 


The aftermath 


Rescue workers 
in the midst .of 
the debris of 
Bologna station, 
following the 
bombing that 
killed 85 people 


The political motivation behind this 
and other terrorist attacks during the 
so-called Years of Lead (designating a 
period of social and political turmoil) 
was to keep Italy within the Western 
sphere of influence by preventing the 
Communist Party, the strongest in 
Western Europe at the time, to gain 
power. The Bologna massacre was 
designed to sow confusion and keep 
the Army on the alert, and the whole 
population, political establishment 
and the press were made to feel 
under vigilance. 

And Bellini? What part was he 
playing in all this, and why is he now 
at the centre of a new trial accused of 
being “the fifth man”? 

Bellini was born 68 years ago in 
Reggio Emilia, a town in central Italy, 
45 miles from Bologna. The town has 
a long-standing reputation of radical 
leftwing politics and embodiment 
of what was known as the “red 
belt”. Bellini’s father had rightwing 
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sympathies and his son followed 

his example by joining Avanguardia 
Nazionale, the fascist organisation 

set up in April 1960, more extreme 
than the post-fascist Movimento 
Sociale Italiano (MSI). It was headed 
by Stefano Delle Chiaie, the fascist 
militant leader who in 1970 was 
accused of taking part in the attempted 
coup d’état known as “golpe Borghese”. 


Criminal career 

One of the first people killed by Bellini 
on orders from Avanguardia Nazionale 
was Alceste Campanile, a young man 
from the same town who belonged to the 
leftwing organisation Lotta Continua. 
He was shot dead in cold blood on a 
country road in 1975. Although Bellini 
wasn’t identified as the killer (he 
admitted responsibility only in 1999), 

he fled Italy to Brazil. This was the time 
of Operation Condor, when a number 

of European nazi-fascist militants in 
trouble with the authorities found it easy 
to take refuge in Latin America. 

After acquiring false papers Bellini 
returned to Italy with a new identity. 
Under his new name, Roberto da Silva, 
he was arrested in 1981 for the theft of 
antique furniture, together with Agostino 
Vallorani who had links with the London 
scene of art dealers and a large group 
of Italian fascist fugitives from justice. 

In prison, he was reidentified as Bellini. 
Once released, he gained a Light Aircraft 
Pilot Licence while pursuing shady 
activities in the illegal trade of works of 
art. At some point he came into contact 
with Mafia bosses. 

In the early 1990s, after a theft of 
paintings from a museum in Modena, 
the carabinieri police assigned to track 
down stolen works of art asked for 
Bellini’s help in finding out whether 
the Mafia was responsible. In Sicily, 
he became enmeshed in Mafia plans 
to blackmail the state — either five top 
Mafiosi in jail would receive privileged 
treatment or works of art and ancient 
buildings, such as the Leaning Tower 
of Pisa, would be destroyed. 

Bellini was playing a double game. 
On the one hand, he was an active 
criminal, a killer of apparently up 
to ten people, on the other, he was 
passing information to the authorities 
to keep up his role as a collaborator 
with justice in order to stay out of 
jail. Unsurprisingly, in a recent book 
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At the time of the bombing, the chief magistrate 
with the duty to guide the investigations suddenly 
disappeared from town. It has now been established 
that he went to stay at a hotel ran by Bellini’s father 


New evidence: 


Film footage shot 
by a German 
tourist shortly 
before the 

ailway explosion 
shows a striking 
resemblance 

to Bellini ina 
contemporaneous 
photograph 


a 


written about him by Giovanni Vignali 
there are more questions than answers. 

When it comes to the massacre in 
Bologna in 1980, in early investigations 
two witnesses claimed that Bellini 
had been in town that day. But he 
produced evidence deemed credible 
enough to save him from further 
inquiries. The reason he has become 
a major character in the current trial 
is because film footage has come to 
light that, like so many documents, 
had either remained unnoticed or been 
deliberately kept out of sight. 

The footage was shot by a German 
tourist who had passed through 
Bologna railway station shortly 
before the explosion. It shows the 
clock and one of the frames captures 
a face resembling Bellini’s. Although 
he continues to deny his presence at 
the station, Bellini’s former wife says 
that it is definitely him. The alibi he 
presented is coming under scrutiny. 


Strange coincidence 
More, and equally disturbing, findings 
have emerged that make this trial so 
important. When the bombing took 
place, the chief magistrate in Bologna 
with the duty to guide the investigations 
was Ugo Sisti, but he suddenly 
disappeared from town. No one could 
find him. It has now been established 
that he went to stay at a hotel ran by 
Bellini’s father. A strange coincidence. 
Back in Bologna, Sisti seemed to 
support rumours that attempted to 
explain the explosion as some technical 


fault rather than a terrorist attack. 
Simultaneously, an agent of military 
intelligence and member of P2, Pietro 
Musumeci, turned up in Bologna 
putting himself virtually in charge of 
the investigation. More revelations 
have emerged according to which 
Bellini apparently piloted a small plane 
to Rome that took Sisti to see the then 
Interior Minister. 


Puzzling links 

And there is something perhaps even 
more startling. Apart from Bellini, 
another witness whose activities are 
puzzling has been called at this new 
trial. He is Domenico Catracchia, 
formerly an administrator of a 
company that looked after flats in Via 
Gradoli in Rome, a street associated 
with offices used by the secret service. 

In the 1970s, flats were apparently 
made available to members of 
Avanguardia Nazionale, the fascist 
organisation to which Bellini belonged, 
and to certain members of the Red 
Brigades. Coincidentally, Via Gradoli is 
the street where the former politician 
Aldo Moro was kept prisoner for a 
time after his kidnapping by the Red 
Brigades in 1978. He was killed after 55 
days in captivity. 

Catracchia is accused of providing 
false information. The judges will 
probably want to know to what extent 
he was aware that the secret service 
may have shared premises with fascist 
organisations such as Avanguardia 
Nazionale and NAR (the latter 
implicated in the bombing), with the 
potential evidence supporting their 
view that it was not the spontaneous 
act of four or five fascists, but a 
state-sanctioned massacre. 

Bellini insists that he wants to be a 
state witness, but it remains to be seen 
if he will tell the truth or, as always, 
be selective with the information in 
his possession? The families of the 85 
victims of the atrocity still demand 
justice. As one of them put it: “Part of 
the truth is never the truth.” e 


Searchlight | 23 


Follow the money 


The conviction of ex-policeman Derek Chauvin for the murder of George Floyd 
is a welcome step in the right direction. However, racist organisations in the USA 
continue to gain support and financial backing, as Leonard Zeskind reveals 


n 20 April 2021, former 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 

police officer Derek 

Chauvin was convicted 

of murdering George 
Floyd, an African American man, the 
previous year. 

The Floyd case, along with that of 
Breonna Taylor, an African American 
woman killed by police in Louisville, 
Kentucky, shortly before, kicked off a 
widespread movement against police 
racism and murderous violence, often 
under the banner Black Lives Matter. 

The jury’s decision in the Floyd 
case was widely interpreted as black 
lives do matter. It did not mean a 
transformation of policing or an end 
to police gun violence — two African 
Americans were murdered by police 
in two different cities the night 
before and on the day of the verdict. 
But it did mean a victory, however 
circumscribed. 

White nationalists howled at the 
verdict. According to investigators 
for the Institute for Research and 
Education on Human Rights (IREHR), 
the League of the South, which has 
grown closer to white supremacist 
David Duke in recent years, claimed: 
“The US is a failed state with an 
organized communist criminal 
cabal for a government ... America is 
suffering from a bad case of Ni**** 
Fatigue. And for that you can thank 
the jews (sic).” The Minuteman 
militia group yelled that Chauvin did 
nothing wrong: “WELL NOW LET 
THE GAMES BEGIN IN EARNEST.” 
In addition, a number of Back the 
Blue events were called for, although 
none immediately. 

The white nationalists might have 
noticed that they were operating on a 
much smaller piece of political terrain 
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compared with 2020. Both the Proud 
Boys and Oath Keepers groups had 
invaded anti-racist events the year 
before — and were among the leaders 
of the 6 January insurrection in 
Washington DC. Now, both groups are 
under intense investigation by federal 
authorities with reference to that 
day’s mob action. One indicted Oath 
Keeper has already started talking 

to prosecutors. Today, they are more 
cautious about getting out on the street. 

To add to their woes, 71% of the 
American public told pollsters from 
USA Today that they agreed with the 
guilty verdict. Only 5% said Chauvin 
had done nothing wrong. They have 
been left with a very small piece of 
terrain indeed, particularly when taken 
with issues such as voting rights, gun 
ownership and immigration. 

A 23 March Politico poll showed 
that only 43% of voters think 
undocumented immigrants who are 
now in the USA should be given a 
path towards legal citizenship, a 14% 
drop since just January. Two-thirds of 
Trump voters recently told pollsters: 
“Our lives are threatened.” Here, the 
numbers are going in the white-ist 
direction, and towards a feeling of 
white dispossession. And so is the 
money, according to an investigation 
by IREHR. 


Two-thirds of Trump voters 
recently told pollsters: “Our 
lives are threatened.” Here, 

the numbers are going in the 
white-ist direction, and towards 
a feeling of white dispossession 


Beneficiaries of hate 

IREHR has uncovered that, since 1978, 
nearly 200 foundations have donated 
a total of more than $250,000,000, 
to 50 anti-immigrant organisations. 
In 2018, the foundations gave $31.6 
million to anti-immigrant groups. 
These funds have had an outsized 
effect in creating anti-immigrant 
sentiment and hindering human 
rights-oriented legislation. 


FAIR misnomer 

The Federation for American 
Immigration Reform (FAIR) stands 
at the centre of this complex. It 

has collected 421 grants totalling 
$93,309,616 since its founding in 
1978. In its first years, from 1982 

to 1994, FAIR received $1,289,000 
from the Pioneer Fund. This money 
was crucial to establishing FAIR’s 
dominance in its field. 

The Pioneer Fund was first 
established in 1938 to promote 
Hitlerian notions of eugenics and race 
science. (Another of its beneficiaries, 
American Renaissance, has recently 
received grants as well, putting it at the 
centre of a wing of the white nationalist 
world.) Indeed, FAIR’s founder, the now 
deceased John Tanton, was a eugenicist 
himself, who infamously wrote: “As 
Whites see their power and control over 
their lives declining, will they simply go 
quietly into the night? Or will there be 
an explosion?” 

FAIR regularly employs white 
nationalists. For example, its Western 
Regional Director from 1994 to 2007, 
Rick Oltman, was listed as a member 
of the Council of Conservative Citizens, 
a direct lineal descendant of the white 
Citizens’ Council from the 1960s. 

FAIR also employs people who are 
not white nationalists, so it makes it 
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more obvious when they have a panel 
of speakers that includes, for example, 
Klansmen William Burchfield as in one 
Alabama line-up. 

Additionally, Tanton hired Wayne 
Lutton for another anti-immigrant 
task, to edit the journal Social 
Contract. Lutton spent years hanging 
around the Holocaust-denying Institute 
for Historical Review, speaking at its 
conference and writing for its journal. 


Xenophobia plus nationalism 
Harder edged than FAIR, the American 
Immigration Control Foundation 
(AICF) was founded in 1983 and 
collected 76 grants that totalled 
$2,069,205. From 1984 to 1996, the 
Pioneer Fund was a central foundation 
funder, as it had been with FAIR. 
According to IREHR investigators, 
much of the AICF leadership crosses 
the ideological line separating 
xenophobic nativism and outright 
white nationalism. Consider the now- 
deceased Sam Francis, who was its 
chair from 1992 to 1995. Francis wrote 
regular columns for the conservative 
Washington Times newspaper. He 
was also on the editorial board of 
the above-mentioned Council of 
Conservative Citizens tabloid, Citizen 
Informer. He spoke regularly at 
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After the 
verdict 
Demonstrators 
in George 
Floyd Square, 
Minnesota, 
mark the 
conviction of 
Derek Chauvin 
on 20 April 
2021 


American Renaissance conferences 
and wrote barbed columns for the 
paleo-con Rockford Institute, all 
decrying the impact that people of 
colour were having on the status of 
“Middle Americans”. 


Immigration pseudoscience 

The Center for Immigration Studies 
(CIS) was founded in 1986, the year 
the Reagan administration backed an 
immigration reform bill that nativists 
have dubbed the beginning of the 
current round of population reform. 
It has received 295 grants since 
totalling $32,535,784. CIS leaders 
have moderated or participated in 
panels featuring biological-racial 
determinists and paleo-publicists such 
as Pat Buchanan. 


Understated racism 

Numbers USA, founded in 2002, 

has collected 151 foundation grants 
totalling $64,309,794. It generally 
avoids the vitriolic racism prevalent in 
other sections of the anti-immigrant 
movement, but its flirtation with white 
supremacists is not hard to find. 


FS frrantant 


and white-ist racism is not difficult 


to calculate. During his presidential 
campaign last year Joe Biden promised 
expanded refugee and immigrant 
accessibility to the USA. 

But the President has already failed 
to deliver what he promised, and the 
current political environment will 
not make the delivery of these goals 
any easier. There is disagreement 
within his staff over immigration 
policy — in the meantime more than 
50,000 children continue to wait on 
the border, even after many have been 
formally cleared for entrance. 

Meanwhile, anti-immigrant forces 
outside Congress are gathering their 
forces for or the fight to come later this 
year; however the white supremacist 
camp is divided. Those who face 
federal prosecution or face lawsuits 
such as the one coming to trial in 
Charlottesville next autumn will hold 
meetings and forums this year, but 
are unlikely to be seen on the street. 
Those buried in the anti-immigrant 
movement will continue to have a 
deleterious effect on public policy until 
they are loudly exposed. i 


Leonard Zeskind is president of the 
Institute for Research and Education 
on Human Rights. See www.irehrorg 
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olish activists formed 

a “solidarity chain” to 

highlight the plight of 

refugees in Europe to mark 

United Nations (UN) Anti- 
Racism Day on 20 March. Distanced 
well over 2 metres apart, the human 
chain stretched from the Warsaw 
headquarters of national broadcaster 
TVP, which activists accuse of spouting 
anti-immigrant propaganda, to the 
offices of the European Commission in 
Warsaw. Protesters held blue placards 
listing the attacks that have been made 
on individual refugees and those who 
support them. 

In Athens, migrants and refugees 
made up a large number of those 
gathering to mark the day. In Italy, 
the focus was on defending the rights 
of migrants to be treated with respect 
and humanity. These two countries 
form the gateways to Europe for those 
fleeing conflict in North Africa and the 
Middle East. 

These were just some of the activities 
taking place around the world to mark 
the UN International Day for the 
Elimination of Racial Discrimination. 
The day was first observed in 1979, on 
the 19th anniversary of the Sharpeville 
Massacre in South Africa on 21 March 
1960. On this day, police opened fire 
on demonstrators protesting against 
the country’s apartheid Pass Laws, 
killing 69 people. To ensure maximum 
participation the Saturday closest to 21 
March has since been designated as the 
date to mark an international response. 

This year, the launch of the World 
Against Racism initiative made the global 
reach of the event more of a reality. The 
initiative brings together organisations 
fighting racism and fascism, with those 
defending migrant rights around the 
world, enabling better co-ordination 
of international actions. Many activists 
broadcast their actions live from several 
countries, and there was also an online 
rally co-hosted on YouTube by the UK’s 
Stand Up To Racism and its counterpart 
organisations in the Netherlands, 
Catalonia and Norway. 

More global actions were held this 
year than in previous years, with the 
pandemic inspiring activists to think of 
new creative ways to mark the day. The 
weekend of events was kicked off with a 
call to take the knee “wherever you are”, 
which involved organising local events 
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World 


against 


racism 


This year, United Nations Anti-Racism 

Day was marked both online and on the 
streets. Cathy Pound reports on the 
initiatives that took place across the globe 


in local spaces. In London, this included 
a park in Blackheath and Windrush 
Square in Brixton, and people even 
participated on their own doorsteps. 

A number of local authorities took the 
step of illuminating their civic buildings 
in purple to mark the weekend of events, 
acknowledging that racism can be a 
matter of “life and death”. 

Due to the pandemic, this was the 
second year that mass marches were 
replaced with online rallies but, unlike 
last year, many activists felt the need to 
take to the streets locally, both across the 
UK and globally, while ensuring COVID- 
compliant social distancing. 


The urgent need to address structural 
racism has been clearly brought to the 
fore over the past year through the 
disproportionate impact of the pandemic 
on black and Asian communities and 

the killing of black American George 
Floyd. The focus on police violence in 
the USA has been heightened by further 
fatal shootings over the past year, as 

well as the Capitol Hill insurrection in 


Global reach 
Among the 
anti-racist 
organisations 
taking part this 
year were those 
from, left to right, 
the USA, the 
Netherlands, UK 
Austria, Ireland, 
ew Zealand, 
Denmark, 
Portugal, Brazil, 
Greece, Belgium 
and Turkey 


a 
9 
pazdziem™ ol 


Chelm 


January. In the UK, the right to protest 
post-pandemic is under threat from 
government plans to criminalise certain 
offences and increase the length of 
sentences for some offences. 

It was inspiring to see the live reports 
being streamed from around the world 
— by activists in Brixton, Manchester 
and Scotland to Dublin, Berlin, Warsaw 
and Athens. In Warsaw, activist Marta 
Pych spoke live and walked the route of 
the “solidarity chain”, emphasising the 
importance of fighting racism globally. 
Many other towns and cities across 
Europe (Italy, Spain, France, Portugal, 
Norway, Serbia and Denmark), as well 
as further afield (New Zealand, Turkey 
and the USA), joined the day of action. 

Talking to camera live, however, was 
not an option for everyone: in Vienna, 
Austrian anti-racists were otherwise 
engaged, countering a far-right 
mobilisation, so solidarity greetings were 
sent to them in their struggle. 

Across Germany, actions took place 
in numerous cities. A live message was 
transmitted from Berlin, where activists 
gathered outside the headquarters of the 
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rightwing nationalist party Alternative 
for Germany, before moving on to 

the offices of the governing Christian 
Democratic Union to highlight that 
anti-Roma, antisemitic and anti-migrant 
rhetoric is not limited to the far right, 
but is increasingly becoming the norm in 
mainstream political parties. 

In Istanbul, the event to mark the 
UN day against racism was held early 
to enable participants to join a protest 
organised by women in response to 
President Tayyip Erdogan’s decision 
to withdraw Turkey from the Istanbul 
Convention, a European human rights 
treaty on preventing violence and 
domestic violence against women that 
ends impunity for perpetrators. 

Protestors in Denmark reacted to the 
announcement that their government 
was revoking the residency permits of 
hundreds of Syrian refugees, after the 
government deemed it safe for them 
to return to Damascus. Once the two 
countries resume diplomatic ties, 39 
people will be at risk of immediate 
deportation. This decision underlines 
the adoption of a hard anti-immigrant 


L EEL LESINITIATIVET | 


stance by the centre- 
left Social Democratic Party. 

In central Europe, action in Belgrade 
focused on the daily discrimination 
and violence experienced by the Roma 
community in Serbia. Many Roma live 
in settlements with no water, electricity 
or sanitation, and are excluded from 
census records. Tanja Vasic, of the 
organisation Minority Initiative that 
fights for Roma representation in Serbia, 
made the call for international solidarity 
to highlight and address the situation. 

For Norway, July 2021 marks the 1oth 
anniversary of the attacks by rightwing 
extremist Anders Breivik: eight people 
were killed in a car bomb explosion 
outside the Prime Minister’s offices 
and 69 at a camp of young activists 
from the Workers’ Youth League. In 
New Zealand, attacks on two mosques 
in Christchurch in March 20109 left 
51 people dead. Five months later, a 
21-year-old who attacked a mosque in 
Norway claimed he had been inspired by 
the Christchurch shootings. 

Both countries, having previously 
been largely considered to be tolerant 
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societies, then had to grapple with the 
aftermath of the attacks and to reconcile 
themselves to the fact that their 

citizens were not immune to far-right 
demonisation of Islam. 


Facing facts 
Just as structural racism is a matter 
of life and death, so hate speech and 
proliferation of far-right ideologies 
online can be deadly, and addressing 
online content that incites violence 
remains an urgent task. 
As covered in the previous issue 
of Searchlight, Portugal has seen 
arise in support for the far right 
in recent years, with a number 
of groups becoming active, 
culminating with the populist 
Chega (Enough) party taking 
a Seat in parliament in 2019. 
An unprecedented rise in racist 
attacks saw black actor Bruno 
Candé being shot dead in July 2020 
and Mamadou Ba, who heads SOS 
Racismo, receiving a death threat in a 
letter enclosing a bullet casing. Activists 
in Portugal took to the streets on UN 
anti-racism day itself, 21 March, in 
Lisbon, Porto and Ponta Delgado. 

At the main online World against 
Racism rally on 20 March contributors 
repeatedly vented their anger but also 
expressed a sense of hope that the world 
has been forced to face the fact that 
racism kills. No one can sit still while we 
neglect to fight for the humanity of each 
and every one of us. It was disappointing 
then to see that the mainstream media 
in the UK and internationally did not 
report these events, but chose instead to 
focus on anti-lockdown protests around 
the world. UN World Water Day — also a 
matter of life and death — the following 
day, on 21 March — received a little more 
media attention. 

Too many people around the world 
want to stop talking about racism, as 
many contributors pointed out. But one 
speaker at the online rally emphasised 
that anti-racists have one very powerful 
weapon: they can speak out and call out 
injustices around the world. Speaking 
out is vital because, if no one speaks out 
or writes about the issues, they can be 
ignored under the misapprehension that 
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Failed Fuhrers: A History of 
Britain’s Extreme Right 
Graham Macklin 

Routledge, 2020 


£24.99 p/b, £120 h/b, £22.49 eBook 


ccording to Graham Macklin’s fascinating 

new book, the history of British fascism can 

be explored through six key leaders: Arnold 

Leese, Oswald Mosley, AK Chesterton, 

Colin Jordan, John Tyndall and Nick Griffin. 
As the book’s striking title suggests, this is a history of 
failure, although he ably demonstrates that failure is no 
reason to ignore these men and the movement they have 
helped to lead. At nearly 600 pages, this is the definitive 
book on British fascist leaders. 

Macklin has become one of the leading historians of 
British fascism. His first book, Very Deeply Died in the 
Black, was an important consideration of Oswald Mosley’s 
post-1945 career and his efforts to revive fascism in 
Europe. More recently, his work has involved a range of 
academic explorations of British extreme right cultures and 
terrorism, including important articles on Troy Southgate 
and more recently National Action. He also co-edits the 
academic journals Fascism: Journal of Comparative 
Fascism Studies and Patterns of Prejudice. His approach 
draws on the ideas of Roger Griffin, among others, and 
aims to understand the ideological components of fascism 
and how it offers its adherents a sense of faith in a new 
era, a utopian, idealistic vision that masks their inherent 
weaknesses. The latter is a recurring feature of fascism in 
Britain, one that Macklin’s book documents meticulously. 

Failed Fiihrers consists of six main chapters, one for each 
leader surveyed, as well as an introduction and conclusion. 
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Paul Jackson 


Our regular commentator reviews a book on six influential 
British fascist leaders who, despite repeated failure, 
continued to promote intolerance and draw followers 


Recurring themes 


The former sets out the overall approach, a group biography 
method — prosopography — that allows comparative 
analysis exploring continuity and change over generations 
of fascist leaders. It allows Macklin to draw out how each 
leader developed his own version of fascism for Britain, 
from the more Nazi-influenced types like Arnold Leese 

to others who proposed something more original, such as 
Mosley himself. 

What emerges is a study that is more detailed and 
specific than simply a narrative account of the main 
developments in British fascism, ordered chronologically. 
Rather, this study draws out the complex, shifting 
relations and antagonisms between leaders, as well as 
the personal background of each of these influential 
British fascists throughout their lives. Constrained by 
their own hubris, and doomed to become men unable to 
come close to achieving the transformative visions their 
politics proposed, we see how, generation after generation, 
fascist leaders in Britain repeatedly failed in their political 
projects, yet still subsequent generations continued. Barely 
any British fascists gained even low level elected office, 
until the British National Party (BNP) in the 2000s. 

However, the book’s conclusion rightly urges us to resist 
those who, like Stanley Payne, argue that British fascism 
is not worth academic attention. While these are all ‘failed 
fiihrers’ politically, as Macklin shows, they are men who 
made the lives of others a misery, promoted, and even 
pioneered, cultures of racism and intolerance, and helped 
many followers rationalise hate crimes, violence and, on 
occasion, even terrorism. The energies of these leaders 
are merely the tip of the iceberg for Macklin and, while he 
focuses on leaders themselves, he does not reduce the entire 
movement to its leaders. 

Below these six men he repeatedly draws out how a 
complex milieu of activism has developed, set across wide a 
range of small groups, or groupuscules, as well as a smaller 
number of more substantial organisations such as the 
British Union of Fascists, the National Front and the BNP. 
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Turning to the chapters themselves, each one offers a 
well-crafted, expert and extensively referenced analysis of a 
key figure in British fascism. These deep dives into the lives 
and politics of some of the most important of the British 
fascist leaders are certainly revealing of the nature of this 
movement more widely. They assume that the reader has 
some familiarity with the “story” of British fascism, yet 
remain readable and very informative. They are lengthy 
too. For example, the chapter on Mosley is 87 pages long, 
of which 22 pages are endnotes. This chapter is typical in 
other ways, too. For example, Macklin is well attuned to the 
historical debates around these leaders, and here he does 
a good job of unpicking the unnecessary sympathies found 
in Mosley’s early biographer Robert Skidelsky’s account. 
This chapter also addresses the Mosley family’s wider 
role, including Max Mosley’s involvement in the Union 
Movement on the one hand, and family tensions raised by 
Nicholas Mosley’s more critical stance towards his father 
on the other. 


Essential reading 

Other chapters are similarly informative. I wrote a lengthy 
book on Colin Jordan’s political life, yet found out new 
details about his life from Macklin’s chapter on Jordan. 
The voluminous footnotes for each chapter highlight the 
extensive archival work that has gone into this project, 
including government records, research at all major 
archives likely to hold material on British fascist groups 
and figures, and engagement with a wide array of extreme 
right publications. Macklin has done his homework, in 
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While her identity as a true fascist 

is rightly much debated, it would have 
been interesting to include Rotha 
Lintorn-Orman in the selection of 
leaders, to allow more consideration 
of female leadership 


THE BATTLE OF 


CABLE STREET 
A mural on the 
side of a building 
in Shadwell, 

East London, 
commemorates 
the opposition 
mounted by 
anti-fascists in 
1936 to a march 
by the British 
Union of Fascists 


other words. For any serious academic working in this area, 
this is certainly essential reading. For students and the 
more general reader, the array of information may become 
bewildering at times. Nevertheless, these are also well 

set out and clearly written discussions, and they work as 
standalone accounts. 

The focus on leaders does also create limitations for this 
study, despite its comprehensive, definitive tone. Gender 
analysis is a growing area of concern in fascism studies, 
and is much needed. Yet, here we only learn really about 
male British fascists. While her identity as a true fascist 
is rightly much debated, it would have been interesting to 
include Rotha Lintorn-Orman in the selection of leaders, 
to allow more consideration of female leadership, an 
issue explored elsewhere by people such as academic and 
author Julie Gottlieb. Also, a focus on those at the top 
of movements does restrict our understanding of what 
Macklin makes of the mid-level figures, and the wider 
range of activists drawn to these organisations. Readers 
will not get a fully comprehensive exploration of all fascists 
of the British fascist movement, in other words, and the 
book does not necessarily replace broader surveys, such 
as Richard Thurlow’s now rather dated but still relevant 
Fascism in Britain. 

Finally, it would have been interesting to see some 
exploration of a contemporary “failed fiihrer”. While Stephen 
Yaxley-Lennon, perhaps, would not be a clear fit for the types 
of leader examined here, some exploration of how the current 
British fascist movement has adapted itself to social media 
contexts could have added a further, contemporary aspect. 
Nevertheless, each survey concludes with a thoughtful 
reflection of the leader’s legacy, and their lasting significance, 
helping to connect past to present. What this does help to 
demonstrate is the rich tradition that contemporary British 
fascists today can engage with, to steep their activism in a 
sense of long-term historical continuity. 

These certainly are not criticisms per se, but help point 
to where researchers working in this field can now turn. 
Macklin has shown that there is still much to say about this 
history of British fascism, especially the ways that continuity 
rather than change marks the shift from the interwar to the 
postwar period, and how we need to look beyond the largest 
groups. This book is the product of years spent in archives, 
and is likely to help pave the way for more study on British 
fascist, and wider extreme right, cultures. e 


Paul Jackson is a senior lecturer in history at Northampton 


University, specialising in extreme right ideology today 
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United in tackling 
racism worldwide 


Cathy Pound provides a round-up of sessions at the Fighting for Anti Racist 
Workplaces 2021, this year's Stand Up To Racism and TUC Trade Union Conference 


he fact that this year’s 
Stand up to Racism 
(SUTR) trade union 
conference took place 
online enabled larger 
numbers than usual to take part and 
allowed more speakers and delegates 
from across the globe to participate. 
Having a greater international 
platform meant that we saw that we 
saw how racism manifests itself in 
similar ways across countries but 
also how it varies in different context. 
We were also able to learn of new 
initiatives to combat racism in our 
workplaces and the wider community. 
Over one thousand people logged 
into the conference, with the opening 
session expertly chaired by Gloria 
Mills, Chair of the TUC Race Relations 
Committee and Unison National 
Secretary and Head of Equality. It 
saddened, but did not surprise me 
that, as she was welcoming delegates, 
among the public comments was one 
asking why SUTR was “whingeing” 
about, according to the writer, the non- 


existent issues of racism and COVID-19. 


Whether Gloria saw these comments 
at the time or not, one of her recurring 
messages was that we must continue 
to call out the racism deniers. Those 
working across public services and, 
in particular, in the NHS have borne 
the brunt of the pandemic, she said. 
Having to work with no or insufficient 
personal protective equipment (PPE) 
was compounded by the fact that 
services have been starved of funds 
and resources — they were already 
nearly at breaking point at the start of 
the pandemic. 
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Gloria also took the opportunity to 
speak about the new TUC Anti-Racism 
Task Force, which is being chaired by 
Patrick Roach, general secretary of 
teachers’ union NASUWT. The task 
force will carry out a fact-finding 
exercise that will include talking to and 
taking evidence from black workers, 
and help devise actions to bring about 
long overdue changes, including 
addressing the race pay gap. 


United in struggle 

Repeatedly, speakers stated that an 
effective trade unionist has to be 
actively anti-racist, bringing to mind 
the oft-repeated words of Maurice 
Ludmer, one of the founders of 
Searchlight, that we “must teach the 
anti-racists to be anti-fascists, and the 
anti-fascists to be anti-racists”. 

The slogan of early anti-racist 
struggles — “black and white unite 
and fight” — was taken up by several 
speakers, emphasising that black 
workers and black trade unionists need 
to be heard, but that white allies are 
also vital in ensuring that black 


It is imperative to address why 
racism and inequality remain by 
acknowledging white supremacy 
... Tackling structural racism is 
not simply a case of adopting the 
latest hash tag or using correct 
terminology 


voices are listened to and responded 
to with action. 

Many speakers pointed out that, 
when conditions improve for black 
workers, they improve for all workers. 

Shavanah Taj, the first BME Wales 
TUC General Secretary, said that 
she refuses to be “quiet about anti- 
black racism”, stressing that she has 
a right to speak out and a right to 
“be angry” when people are “dying 
saving other people’s lives”. She spoke 
of black workers often being given a 
supposed “safe space” to talk about 
their experiences of racism in the 
workplace, only to be told that what 
they report “can’t have happened”. Had 
it happened, they are told, the surely 
they would have reported it at the time. 

As other speakers observed, trade 
unions need to address institutional 
racism within unions themselves and 
Shavanah called out those who might 
“talk behind my back” and send “coded 
messages” on social media, clearly 
indicating that she is made aware of ? 
when anyone is briefing against her. 

Amarjite Singh, Communication 
Workers Union South East Wales ‘ 
Amal Branch Secretary, noted that 
he worked with a “good number” of 
black and Asian workplace reps, but 
realised that this may not be the case 
elsewhere, and reps do not always 
reflect the diversity of the workplace. 

He added that “a lot more is being 
done” to address racism within 
the trade union movement and 
the workplace in Wales since Taj’s 
appointment to the top TUC job 
in the nation, demonstrating that 
representation at the top can help 
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bring change in a short time, despite 
attempts by some to thwart the 
progress being made. 

Amarjite and others highlighted the 
inspiring mass mobilisation of farm 
workers in India. Delegates wanted 
to know whether the farm workers 
are unionised, although the power 
of the movement seems to lie in its 


Gloria Mills 
Looking forward 
to the work of the 
TUC Anti-Racism 
Task Force that 
will carry out 

a fact-finding 
exercise and will 


initially spontaneous reaction to Prime be Bye ie 
Minister Narendra Modi’s Farm Bills. Patrick Roac 
(right) of teachers’ 


Modi had refused to meet the 
demands of the farm workers’ unions 
and, when ongoing negotiations failed, 
this triggered the mass occupation 
by farmers of the highways, which 
has been witnessed across the world. 
The blockades began in September 
last year and continue to date. Unions 
have described the Farm Bills as 
anti-farmer. 


union NASUWT 


No excuses 

Unison Assistant General Secretary 
Roger McKenzie made clear that it is 
imperative to address why racism and 
inequality remain by acknowledging 
and addressing white supremacy. 

They “don’t see us, don’t listen to us”, 
he said. Critically, he said, they do not 
“speak on our behalf”, adding: “We can 
speak on our own behalf.” 

Tackling structural racism is not 
simply a case of adopting the latest 
hash tag or using the correct new 
terminology, he continued. The time 
to be patient was over — there were 
no longer any excuses not to put into 
action policies to address inequalities. 
He asserted: “This is a new day.” 
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Sabby Dhalu, SUTR co-convener, 
reiterated that now was definitely 
the time to act. The pandemic had 
exposed inequality as a matter “of 
life and death”, noting the failure to 
implement, 20 years on, many of the 
recommendations of the Stephen 
Lawrence Inquiry. 


Legacy of slavery 
Workshops covered approaches to 
challenging institutional racism, de- 
colonising the curriculum, tackling 
the far right internationally, and 
solidarity and support for refugees. 
A separate session addressed the 
hostile environment currently facing 
non-UK workers post-Brexit and under 
the changes introduced in the harsh 
new Immigration Act, which came into 
force earlier this year. 

The session on the legacy of 
slavery and empire in education drew 
the largest attendance, with 220 
participating. This is indicative of the 
impact that the Black Lives Matter 
movement has had in providing a 
platform for so many young black 
activists to be heard and, crucially, to 
self-organise. 

Activists from a new US broad- 
based coalition, United Against 
Hate, spoke in a couple of sessions. 
Virginia Rodino noted that they do 
not want to hand over Trump voters 
to a “fascist ideology”. It is vital to 
expose the violence of those espousing 
such thinking and counter their ideas, 
and to offer an alternative. Despite 
the shocking attack on Capitol Hill, 


Virginia sounded a hopeful note 
that a broad-based coalition can 
“outmanoeuvre” these ideologues. 

In the plenary session, Elise Bryant, 
of United Against Hate, literally sang 
her message to delegates with the 
words: “I am a union woman, I do not 
like the bosses and the bosses do not 
like me.” She said that democracy had 
really been tested during the four-year 
Trump presidency, adding that the 
USA had turned “ugly in the eyes of 
the world” as it watched the murder 
of George Floyd. 

Virginia also noted the hypocrisy of 
the multinational Amazon, which had 
made a donation to Black Lives Matter 
in the USA, but refused to recognise 
a trade union in its workplaces, a 
step that would improve the lives of 
its workforce. 

Speakers repeatedly noted that now 
was the time to devise a strategy to 
ensure black and Asian workers, who 
are more likely to be in precarious jobs, 
are not impacted disproportionately 
in the post-pandemic period, as they 
have been during the pandemic. It is 
to be expected that there will be job 
losses once the government's furlough 
scheme ends. A return to austerity is 
also on the cards, which has already 
manifested in the derisory 1% pay rise 
offered to the very workers who have 
been on the frontline “dying to save 
people’s lives”. 

Joining a trade union and working 
with the TUC Anti-Racism Task Force 
can be one way to begin bringing 
changes in the workplace. ® 
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Astep 
too far 


The Home Secretary's latest 
plans to limit the rights of 
asylum seekers are inhuman and 
threaten to undermine human 
rights, writes Cathy Pound 


he UK has a proud history of being open to 

the world. Global Britain will continue in that 
tradition” — so wrote the Rt Hon Priti Patel MP, 
Secretary of State for the Home Department, in 
the foreword to The New Plan for Immigration. 

On 24 March 2021, the very same Home Secretary 
announced the start of a six-week consultation on the 
document, stating that having “taken back control” of 
our borders through the introduction of a points-based 
immigration system the government now needed to address 
“illegal” immigration. 

In each line of the document, Patel claims to “better 
protect and support those in genuine need of asylum”, while 
asserting that those who are unable to use the formal routes 
are an unfair burden on the asylum system. She claims that 
introducing life sentences will target the people smugglers, 
but in reality she is judging and punishing those who are 
forced to use smugglers and increasing the maximum 
sentence for someone found to be illegally entering the UK. 

The other stated aim of the proposals is to make it easier 
to remove people “with no right to be here”, proposals that 
in themselves change who has the right to be in the country. 
Patel acknowledges that these proposals would see the 
“biggest overhaul of the asylum system in decades”, which was 
described by the Joint Council for the Welfare of Immigrants 
as “tearing up refugee law that has been in place since the UK 
signed up to the Refugee Convention in 1951”. 

An open letter from some 454 UK immigration academics 
to the Home Secretary questions one of the main assumptions 
of the proposals: that there are “illegal” routes to claim 
asylum. The letter clearly states that “under international law Priti Patel ona 
one cannot travel illegally if one is seeking asylum”. visit to meet the 

The means by which Patel aims to “deter illegal entry into French Interior 
the UK’ is to treat people differently, according to how they Minister Gerald 
have reached the country. As many have pointed out, the Darmanin (right) 
means by which people have travelled to the UK do not have in the Calais 
any bearing on the validity of their claim for asylum. area last year to 

The proposals state that those making claims, who have discuss the issue 
entered “illegally”, will now automatically be unable to of asylum seekers 


Home Secretary 
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gain permanent leave to remain status, and instead will be 
assigned a “new temporary protection status”, meaning they 
will need to provide new information every two years, with 
the threat of removal constantly held over them. They will 
further have limited family reunion rights and no recourse to 
public funds, except in cases of destitution. 

One of the most contentious issues is the proposal to 
remove people to a third country while their claims are 
processed and, despite the outcry, the Home Secretary keeps 
insisting that “all options are on the table”. Gibraltar and the 
Isle of Man have made public declarations that they will not 
house removal centres within their shores. 

Patel conflates those who are able to pay people smugglers 
with being economic migrants, completely ignoring the many 
for whom the formal routes are unsafe and those who are 
trafficked against their will. 


Scrutiny 

The proposals state that the government will no longer use 
“hotels to accommodate arrivals”, and that it will “bring 
forward plans to expand the Government’s asylum estate 
to accommodate and process asylum seekers including for 
return to a safe country”. 

A number of issues might prompt further scrutiny of this 
part of the plan. One is the recent closure of the Penally 
barracks in North Wales, leading to an expansion of detention 
centres. Another is the 14 April ruling by the immigration 
court that the Home Secretary is accountable for investigating 
deaths in custody and cannot prevent any investigations and, 
linked to this, that three of UK’s current detention policies are 
in breach of human rights. 

Organisations supporting refugees, trafficked women and 
children, and asylum-seekers are lobbying MPs, urging them 
to stop the UK immigration system going too far down the 
Australian route, and to ensure that the UK does not break 
international law. 

The Dubs amendment remains defeated, which means 
that we have failed to provide safe haven for unaccompanied 
migrant children. @ 
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